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TRUSTEES  AND  MANAGERS 

TORONTO  HOUSE  OF  INDUSTRY 

With  Dates  and  Order  of  their  Election 


TRUSTEES 

The  Mayor  .  1837 

Mr.  Thomas  Foster  .  1904  1914 

Mr.  Charles  T.  Stark  .  1911  1922 

Reverend  J.  A.  Miller  .  1911  1922 

Reverend  H.  A.  Bracken  .  1912  1925 

Mr.  E.  J.  B.  Duncan  .  1913  1927 

Reverend  J.  E.  Gibson  .  1926  1930 

Mr.  Alfred  Maguire  .  .  1  927  1935 

Mr.  E.  J.  Freyseng  .  1930  193  6 

Miss  Carolyn  Roberts  .  1923  1937 

Mr.  David  Hilton  .  1930  1939 

Reverend  W.  E.  Wilson  .  1930  1939 

Mr.  W.  T.  Kernahan  .  1930  1939 

Mr.  Strachan  Ince  .  .  1932  1943 

MANAGERS 

Mayor  Fred  J.  Conboy,  D.D.S. 

Mrs.  T.  A.  Doherty  .  1927 

Miss  Gertrude  Brock  .  1927 

Mr.  T.  M.  Little  .  1930 

Mr.  J.  Honan  .  1930 

Reverend  Father  Kirby  .  1930 

Mrs.  A.  A.  McMichael  .  1931 

Mr.  Ralph  Day  . . .  1932 

Mr.  W.  Duckworth,  M.P.P .  . .  1933 

Alderman  John  S.  Simmons  .  1935 

Alderman  Walter  A.  Howell  .  1935 

Reverend  John  Frank  .  1936 

Mr.  F.  L.  Hubbard  .  193  6 

Reverend  Father  McGrath  .  1937 

Reverend  T.  J.  Watson  .  1939 

Right  Reverend  Bishop  Rcnison  . . .  1939 

Mr.  Edmund  Titus  .  1939 

Mr.  Edmund  Kay  .  1940 

Reverend  Ross.  K.  Cameron  . 1940 

Mr.  John  Spence,  K.C .  1941 

Alderman  W.  V.  Muir  . 1942 

Mr.  W.  H.  Carruthers  .  1942 

Alderman  John  Innes  .  1942 

Alderman  J.  B.  Salsberg  .  1942 
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OFFICERS 
of  the 

HOUSE  OF  INDUSTRY,  1943 

.  President 

.  Vice-President 

Honorary  Secretary 
Honorary  Treasurer 


MR.  CHARLES  T.  STARK  . 

REVEREND  H.  A.  BRACKEN 

MR.  E.  J.  FREYSENG  . 

MR.  E.  J.  B.  DUNCAN  . 


STANDING  COMMITTEES 


EXECUTIVE  COMMITTEE 


REVEREND  H.  A.  BRACKEN  . 
MR.  E.  J.  FREYSENG  . 

MR.  CHARLES  T.  STARK 
MR.  E.  J.  B.  DUNCAN 
MISS  CAROLYN  ROBERTS 
MR.  W.  T.  KERNAHAN 
REVEREND  J.  E.  GIBSON 


.  Chairman 

.  Secretary 

MR.  ALFRED  MAGUIRE 
MR.  D.  HILTON 
MR.  F.  L.  HUBBARD 
ALDERMAN  J.  S.  SIMMONS 
ALDERMAN  W.  A.  HOWELL 


ENTERTAINMENT  COMMITTEE 

MISS  GERTRUDE  BROCK  .  Chairman 

MR.  CHARLES  T.  STARK  MR.  EDMUND  B.  TITUS 

REVEREND  H.  A.  BRACKEN  MR.  W.  DUCKWORTH,  M.P.P. 

MR.  E.  J.  FREYSENG  ALDERMAN  JOHN  INNES 

MR.  W.  T.  KERNAHAN 


EMPLOYMENT  OF  CASUAL  POOR 


MR.  F.  L.  HUBBARD  . 

REVEREND  J.  A.  MILLER 
REVEREND  J.  E.  GIBSON 
ALDERMAN  JOHN  S.  SIMMONS 


.  Chairman 

MR.  W.  DUCKWORTH,  M.P.P. 
REVEREND  MICHAEL  McGRATH 
MR.  W.  H.  CARRUTHERS 


OUTDOOR  RELIEF  COMMITTEE 


MR.  ALFRED  MAGUIRE  . 

MR.  RALPH  DAY 
REVEREND  MICHAEL  McGRATH 
REVEREND  W.  E.  WILSON 
MR.  EDMUND  B.  TITUS 


.  Chairman 

MR.  E.  J.  FREYSENG 
ALDERMAN  W.  A.  HOWELL 
MR.  W.  T.  KERNAHAN 
ALDERMAN  JOHN  S.  SIMMONS 


HOUSE  COMMITTEE 


MISS  CAROLYN  ROBERTS  .  Chairman 

MISS  GERTRUDE  BROCK  MRS.  A.  A.  McMICHAEL 

MRS.  T.  A.  DOHERTY  REVEREND  H.  A.  BRACKEN 

MR.  E.  J.  FREYSENG  MR.  ALFRED  MAGUIRE 

MR.  D.  HILTON 


Medical  Advisor  .  DR.  CHARLES  J.  COPP 

Superintendent  .  MRS.  ARTHUR  LAUGHLEN 

Recording  Secretary  .  MISS  IRENE  SHERRIN 
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HOUSE  OF  INDUSTRY 

The  One  Hundred  and  Seventh  Annual  Report  of  the 
Toronto  House  of  Industry 

Year  Ending  December  31st,  1943 

The  107th  Annual  Meeting  of  the  Toronto  House  of  Industry  was  held  in  the 
Assembly  Hall  of  the  Institution  on  Friday,  April  2‘8th,  1944,  at  4  o’clock. 

Mr.  Charles  T.  Stark,  the  President  of  the  House,  occupied  the  chair. 

Mr.  Stark:  In  opening  our  meeting,  I  am  going  to  ask  Rev.  Mr.  Bracken  if 
he  will  lead  us  in  prayer. 

Rev.  Mr.  Bracken:  I  think  it  is  in  the  heart  of  everyone  of  us  that  our  first 
thoughts  go  to  our  Empire,  our  King.  I  need  not  enumerate  the  special  services  and 
the  splendid  work  that  is  being  done.  I  would  also  like  to  keep  in  mind  the  homes 
and  friends  of  those  who  are  gone  over.  These  are  days  of  very  great  trial  on  so 
many  of  our  homes.  We  will  remember  them  all  before  God  in  prayer. 

Heavenly  Father,  we  beseech  Thee,  in  behalf  of  our  Gracious  King  and  Sovereign, 
and  all  those  who  serve  under  him  in  every  capacity,  in  the  diplomatic  state,  the 
army,  navy  and  air  force  and  the  great  transport  systems  of  our  Empire.  We 
beseech  Thee,  grant  to  us  all  a  greater  loyalty  and  devotion  to  that  which  we  hold 
so  dear  and  valuable  in  our  civic  life.  And  as  we  pray  for  these,  we  remember  also 
before  Thee,  all  those  homes  of  which  the  sons  and  daughters  have  gone  forth  in 
such  numbers:  grant  to  them,  O  Lord,  we  beseech  Thee,  the  consolation  and  grace 
to  sustain  them  in  the  trying  days:  may  they  be  conscious  of  the  Good  Shepherd 
Who  walks  by  them  day  by  day  and  of  that  extreme  care  for  His  lambs  and  sheep. 

Grant  in  Thine  own  good  time  victory  to  us  and  to  our  Allies,  through  Christ 
Jesus  our  Lord. 

And  now,  O  Lord,  we  ask  Thee  to  extend  to  us  Thy  richest  blessings,  as  we 
meet  here  this  afternoon.  We  would  offer  to  Thee  our  grateful  thanks  for  all  the 
blessings  that  have  sustained  us  and  that  have  blessed  us  in  our  work  here,  in  behalf 
of  Thine  own.  We  are  mindful,  O  Lord,  that  not  of  ourselves  can  we  do  this,  but 
that  Thou  hast  placed  in  our  minds  and  hearts  the  inspiration  to  serve.  Thou  hast 

not  left  us  alone,  but  hast  given  us  the  grace  to  fulfil  and  follow  where  Thou  hast  led. 

And  as  we  thank  Thee  for  all  Thy  blessings,  we  ask  Thy  blessings  upon  all 
our  deliberations  this  afternoon,  upon  this  house,  the  wonderful  work  that  is  being 
done  here  so  quietly  and  in  the  spirit  of  the  Lord.  Grant  to  us  an  increased  sense 

of  service,  and  may  all  be  done  to  Thy  glory  and  honor.  Who  livest  and  reignest 

one  God  world  without  end.  Amen. 

Mr.  Stark:  His  Worship  the  Mayor  expected  to  be  with  us  today,  but  unfor¬ 
tunately  at  the  last  moment  he  was  detained.  We  are  sorry  he  was  not  able  to  be 
with  us,  we  would  have  liked  to  have  had  him ;  he  has  taken  such  an  interest  in 
this  institution.  However,  he  has  sent  Controller  Wadsworth,  who  will  officiate 
for  him. 

Controller  Wadsworth:  Mr.  President,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen:  Your  President 
has  indicated  the  absence  of  His  Worship  the  Mayor.  I  was  not  aware  until  about 
an  hour  before  coming  that  I  was  to  come  here  and  take  part  in  the  deliberations  of 
this  annual  meeting  today. 

It  is  quite  true,  as  your  President  said,  that  His  Worship  the  Mayor  is 
interested  in  the  great  work  which  your  organization  here  is  doing  on  behalf  of  the 
less  privileged  citizens  of  our  own  city  and  those  who  come  from  time  to  time  from 

other  municipalities.  I  have  not  been  so  close  to  your  work  the  last  few  years  that 

I  have  been  in  Council  because  we  have  had  very  capable  representatives  of  Council 
represented  on  your  Board,  but  it  was  my  privilege  to  know  the  late  Mr.  Laughlen. 

He  and  I  were  very  close  together  in  fraternal  work  a  few  years  ago,  and  while  he 

was  here  I  used  to  come  here  very  often  and  was  always  inspired  by  the  cleanliness  and 
the  kindliness  which  was  exhibited  by  the  officials  of  this  institution  towards  the 
people  who  were  in  their  care.  It  was  my  privilege  also  to  know  Mrs.  Laughlen.  Her 
loss  was  a  great  loss  to  this  institution  as  well  as  to  the  city  generally. 
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I  want  to  pay  tribute  to  your  Board  in  having  appointed  Miss  Irene  Sherrin  as 
Superintendent.  Miss  Sherrin  has  carried  on  here  for  many  years  in  a  helpful  capacity, 
in  the  work  that  she  has  done  on  behalf  of  those  whom  she  has  served.  I  am  very 
happy  that  you  have  promoted  her  to  that  honorable  position  which  she  is  now 
occupying. 

We  who  are  charged  with  the  affairs  of  the  administration  of  this  great  City  of 
Toronto  appreciate  most  sincerely  the  work  which  your  Board  is  carrying  on.  It 
is  quite  true  that  we  have  differences  of  opinion,  or  have  had  differences  of  opinion 
as  the  years  went  by,  but  I  believe  that  those  differences  of  opinion  were  expressed, 
that  in  most  cases  that  not  only  Council  but  your  Board  have  been  most  co-operative 
and  have  solved  the  questions  on  which  we  were  at  difference  in  a  satisfactory  and 
amicable  manner,  and  I  hope  that  in  the  years  that  are  to  come,  now  that  you  have 
had  the  opportunity  of  improving  your  buildings  here  and  your  surroundings,  that 
the  working  in  the  future  will  be  even  closer  together  than  it  has  been  in  the  past. 

There  are  many  things  that  I  might  say,  but  I  have  a  very  large  agenda  ahead 
of  me  here,  and  I  am  not  just  sure  how  long  it  takes  you  to  get  through  each  item, 
so  I  do  not  feel  I  should  transgress  on  your  time  at  any  great  length,  but  to  thank 
you  for  the  opportunity  that  has  been  afforded  me  to  preside  at  your  meeting  today 
on  behalf  of  His  Worship  the  Mayor,  and  I  know  that  at  no  distant  date  he  will 
be  at  your  meeting  and  express  his  appreciation  of  the  splendid  work  which  you  are 
doing  for  the  citizens  of  the  city. 


Rev.  Mr.  J.  E.  Gibson  then  presented  the  report  of  the  Board  of  Management. 
Ladies  and  Gentlemen:  It  is  my  honor  to  read  the  report  in  the  absence  of  the 
Secretary,  Mr.  Freyseng,  and  I  feel  it  a  great  honor  to  have  the  privilege  of  presenting 
this  107th  Annual  Report  of  the  House  of  Industry. 

I  have  not  had  time  to  study  the  concise  summing  up  that  has  been  placed 
in  my  hands,  but  there  is  one  thing  I  notice  about  it,  and  I  am  impressed  with  that 
because,  while  this  is  an  annual  meeting,  it  is  not  a  business  meeting.  The  work 
of  the  House  of  Industry  was  not  organized  on  a  business  basis.  It  is  always  very 
bad  business  to  engage  in  charitable  work,  because  you  always  give  in  a  way,  in  a 
material  way,  more  than  you  receive,  and  you  have  to  look  for  your  rewards  for 
such  a  work  as  this  in  other  directions  than  that  of  material  rewards.  And  it  is  a 
remarkable  thing,  that  while  the  originators  of  this  House  of  Industry  107  years 
ago,  had  that  vision  that  they  could  afford  to  spend  themselves  to  satisfy  the  needs 
of  those  who  were  unfortunate  and  aged  and  so  on,  that  after  107  years,  the  City  of 
Toronto  has  accepted  that  same  idea  and  are  standing  behind  that  work  in  the  same 
charitable  spirit  that  the  founders  of  this  Institution  founded  it  upon  107  years  ago, 
which  is  rather  a  remarkable  thing,  and  I  think  should  make  us  feel  very  proud  to  be 
citizens  of  the  City  of  Toronto,  who  have  the  charitable  spirit  as  a  city  such  as  this 
institution  was  founded  upon. 

And  so  I  say,  I  know  that  we  are  here  and  that  the  spirit  of  this  meeting  is 
not  a  business  spirit,  and  I  with  some  others  always  fear  when  too  much  of  the 
business  spirit  gets  mixed  up  with  charitable  works.  It  seems  to  me  that  this  is  one 
institution  that  has  stood  the  test  of  very  trying  times  and  has  maintained  the  spirit 
of  charity  in  an  age  when  we  are  taught  almost  to  believe  that  all  human  needs  can 
be  met  by  proper  organization  and  that  there  are  plans  of  economics,  etc.,  that  make 
it  easy  for  everybody,  and  that  justice  is  enough.  We  believe  that  mercy  and  charity 
is  after  all  the  great  solution  of  human  problems. 

And  so  it  is  with  pleasure  that  I  present  this  report  that  as  I  said  is  far  from 
being  a  presentation  of  our  business  because  the  work  that  is  carried  on  is  hardly 
mentioned  at  all,  and  will  be  presented  in  other  ways. —  (Applause.) 
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HOUSE  OF  INDUSTRY 
REPORT  OF  BOARD  OF  MANAGEMENT 

January  1st  to  December  31st,  1943 
107th  ANNUAL  MEETING 

“Go  forth  into  the  busy  world  and  love  it, 
interest  yourselves  in  its  life,  mingle  kindly 
With  its  joys  and  sorrows,  try  what  you 
can  do  for  others  rather  than  what  you 
can  make  them  do  for  you,  and  you  will 
know  what  it  is  to  have  friends.” 

Emerson 

7'he  Board  of  Management  of  the  Toronto  House  of  Industry  have  great  pleasure 
in  submitting  this  their  107th  Annual  Report. 

Gratitude  is  our  first  thought  as  we  review  the  work  of  the  past  year. 

All  Christian  Churches  are  represented  on  the  Board  by  whom  the  City  is  so 
faithfully  served. 

The  Management  is  invested  in  a  Board  of  15  Trustees  and  25  Managers  who 
give  their  services  gratuitously. 

The  Board  of  Management  again  extends  special  thanks  to  the  Evening  Telegram 
for  the  generous  donation  of  5  0  papers  daily  which  are  much  appreciated  by  the 
Residents  and  Casuals. 

We  have  to  record  with  deep  regret  the  great  loss  sustained  by  this  House  in 
the  removal  by  death  of  Mr.  John  D.  Spence  K.C.,  and  Mr.  W.  T.  Kernahan. 

Mr.  John  D.  Spence  served  as  Manager  from  1941  to  1943.  He  always  mani¬ 
fested  ability,  sincerity  of  interest  and  a  willingness  to  be  of  real  service  to  the  poor. 
— We  miss  him. 

Mr.  W.  T.  Kernahan  was  a  valued  Member,  serving  as  Manager  and  Trustee  from 
1  93  0  to  1943.  He  was  always  present  at  our  meetings  and  his  judgment  in  all  cases 
was  so  reliable  and  dependable  that  his  death  has  caused  an  irreparable  loss. 

The  Board  of  Managers  sincerely  appreciate  the  splendid  co-operation  of  ail 
classes  of  workers  and  associations  and  earnestly  ask  for  further  interest  and  help  on 
the  part  of  all  citizens  generally  in  carrying  on  this  most  necessary  and  deserving 
work. 

We  are  pleased  to  say  this  House  has  the  financial  and  sympathetic  assistance  of 
His  Worship  the  Mayor,  Civic  and  Government  Officials. 

In  conclusion  the  Managers  reverently  hope  that  as  Divine  Providence  has  kindly 
watched  over  the  infancy  and  maturity  of  the  Institution  it  may  become  in  all 
respects  worthy  of  His  Benign  Favor  in  the  future. 

Charles  T.  Stark,  E.  J.  Freyseng, 

President.  Secretary. 
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HOUSE  OF  INDUSTRY 
REPORT  OF  CASUAL  WARD 

January  to  December,  1943 

“It  is  not  written,  blessed  is  he  that  feedeth 
the  poor,  but  he  that  considereth  the  poor. 

A  little  thought  and  a  little  kindness  are 
often  worth  more  than  a  great  deal  of 
money.” 

John  Ruskin 

It  is  not  sufficient  to  meet  obligations  promptly  and  justly.  The  spirit  of 
service  must  breathe  life  into  the  work  of  our  hands  or  it  perishes  and  we  with  it. 

It  is  a  mistake  to  suppose  that,  because  war  has  absorbed  many  in  the  Armed 
Forces  and  Industry,  most  of  our  unemployment  has  ceased  to  exist.  “THE  POOR 
ALWAYS  YE  HAVE  WITH  YOU”,  and  the  Aged,  the  handicapped  and  those 
underprivileged  ones  who  even  in  this  great  country  of  ours  —  fight  eternally  against 
poverty  and  hopelessness. 

Casuals  are  admitted  only  upon  presentation  of  a  card  issued  by  the  Department 
of  Public  Welfare,  stating  the  number  of  meals  and  shelter  required.  On  request  of 
the  Department,  Casuals  were  admitted  for  the  first  time  at  any  hour  during  the  night 
and  instructed  to  register  at  the  Welfare  Bureau  in  the  morning,  thus  relieving  the 
Police  of  the  necessity  of  taking  care  of  this  class. 

Upon  admission  to  the  Casual  Ward  a  shower  bath  is  provided  and  clothing  is 
cleansed  by  steam  process.  Cleanliness  being  compulsory.  The  meals  are  well  bal¬ 
anced  and  nourishing.  The  following  is  a  sample  menu; 

Breakfast  :  Oatmeal  porridge  or  rolled  wheat  or  other  cereal,  milk,  sugar, 
fruit,  bread  and  butter,  tea  or  coffee. 

LUNCH:  Baked  macaroni  and  cheese,  fruit,  bread  and  butter,  cocoa. 

Dinner:  Roast  beef,  potatoes,  another  vegetable,  rice  pudding,  bread  and  tea. 

Upon  admission  each  Casual,  after  he  has  had  his  supper,  must  take  a  warm 
bath,  and  is  provided  with  a  nightrobe  and  comfortable  bed,  and  all  who  are  able  are 
expected  to  perform  a  work  test. 

HOMELESS  POOR  OF  TORONTO 

The  number  of  Toronto  citizens  who  found  shelter  at  the  Wayfarer’s  Lodge 
during  the  year  January  1,  1943  to  December  31,  1943,  was  1,230. 

The  total  number  of  meals  supplied  was  74,8  79. 

The  total  number  of  nights  for  this  class  of  person  was  24,124,  an  average  of 
19  nights  for  each  person  or  98^4%  of  the  total. 

POOR  FROM  OTHER  MUNICIPALITIES 

The  number  of  men  who  came  from  outside  the  City  and  found  shelter  in  the 
Lodge  was  262.  The  total  number  of  nights  for  this  class  was  427,  or  an  average 
of  1.6  nights  for  each  person,  or  1^%  of  the  total  nights. 

The  total  number  of  mieals  supplied  was  787. 

Therefore,  the  total  number  of  men  sheltered  in  the  Wayfarer’s  Lodge  during  the 
past  year,  homeless  poor  of  Toronto,  and  poor  from  other  municipalities  was  1,492. 

Hence  the  total  number  of  persons  sheltered  during  the  past  year  was  1,492  and 
the  total  number  of  nights  was  24,551. 

The  cost  of  the  Lodge  was  $12,5  64.73  for  the  year. 

The  total  number  of  meals  supplied  Casuals  including  those  who  slept  in  the 
Ward  and  those  who  came  in  for  meals  only,  was  75,666. 

We  wish  to  record  our  sincere  appreciation  of  the  hearty  co-operation  of  Chief 
Draper  and  his  staff,  and  the  staff  of  the  Welfare  Department. 

All  those  who  have  had  the  management  of  the  Lodge  have  given  faithful  and 
satisfactory  service. 

F.  L.  Hubbard, 

Chairman. 
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HOUSE  OF  INDUSTRY 
CASUAL  EXPENDITURES 

January,  1943,  to  December,  1943 

Bread  .  $  652.21 

Butter  .  575.2'9 

Flour  and  Meal  .  97.56 

Groceries  .  667.75 

Meat  .  760.62 

Milk  .  449.96 

Tea  and  Coffee  .  175.77 

Vegetables  .  614.16 

Cleaning  Appliances  .  277.58 

Coal  and  Wood  .  1,507.53 

Furniture,  Bedding  and  Crockery  .  309.20 

General  Expense  .  .40 

Insurance  .  179.11 

Light,  Gas  and  Oil  .  333.82 

Miscellaneous  .  5.00 

Printing,  Advertising,  etc .  126.67 

Repairs  .  370.99 

Salaries  and  Wages  .  4,702.42 

Soaps  and  Brushes  .  213.19 

Taxes  .  10.00 

Telephone  .  5  6.46 

Water  .  479.04 


$12,564.73 


HOUSE  OF  INDUSTRY 
HOUSE  EXPENDITURES 

January,  1943,  to  December,  1943 

Bread  .  $  1,272.42 

Butter  .  1,217.43 

Flour  and  Meal  .  198.70 

Groceries  .  2‘, 04 1.1  5 

Meat  .  1,502.1  1 

Milk  ...  .  850.82 

Tea  and  Coffee  .  350.57 

Vegetables  .  888.29 

Staff  Maintenance  .  304.20 

Cleaning  Appliances  .  210.85 

Coal  and  Wood  .  2,00,1.21 

Furniture.  Bedding  and  Crockery  .  1,977.75 

General  Expense  .  49.91 

Insurance  .  370.50 

Light,  Gas  and  Oil  .  528.75 

Medicine  and  Drugs  .  51.02 

Miscellaneous  .  8.98 

Printing,  Advertising,  etc .  253.98 

Repairs  . 1,495.75 

Salaries  and  Wages  .  8,945.18 

Soaps  and  Brushes  .  322.80 

Telephone  .  121.19 

Tobacco  .  414.52 

Automobile  Expense  .  4.00 

Water  . 479.05 


$25,861.13 
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HOUSE  OF  INDUSTRY 
REPORT  OF  MEDICAL  OFFICER 

January,  1943.  to  December,  1943 

As  we  close  our  year  there  are  90  men  and  64  women  in  Residence.  At  the 

present  time  there  are  168  Residents,  100  men  and  68  women. 

All  are  aged  people  who  suffer  from  infirmities  of  the  closing  years  of  life,  and 

are  not  able  to  stand  the  wear  and  tear  of  responsibility. 

A  number  are  in  receipt  of  Old  Age  Pension  which  has  brought  them  a  mental 

attitude  which  is  happier  than  in  the  days  prior  to  such  assistance. 

There  is  a  general  spirit  of  good  fellowship  in  the  House,  and  we  have  had 
little  serious  illness. 

The  relationship  established  with  the  Superintendent  of  the  Toronto  General 
Hospital  whereby  those  who  suffer  from  acute  illness  are  taken  into  the  Hospital 
to  be  returned  to  us  upon  recovery  still  continues,  and  we  find  it  is  possible  to  take 

from  the  General  Hospitals  of  the  City  several  of  those  who  have  no  homes  to  go 

to  following  their  period  of  treatment  in  the  Hospitals. 

Through  the  Department  of  Public  Welfare  41  applicants  have  been  accepted, 
and  from  the  Toronto  General  Hospital  15. 

All  who  have  died  have  passed  the  allotted  span.  Many  have  been  for  years 
subject  to  chronic  and  incurable  diseases  and  it  is  gratifying  to  know  their  last  days 
were  made  more  comfortable. 

An  irreparable  loss  has  been  sustained  by  the  House  in  the  sudden  death  of  our 
late  Superintendent,  Mrs.  Arthur  Laughlen,  who  so  courageously  carried  on  respon¬ 
sibilities  following  her  husband’s  death. 

We  have  been  indeed  fortunate  to  have  Miss  Irene  Sherrin  take  over  the  respon¬ 
sibilities  of  Superintendent. 

The  Arthur  Laughlen  Memorial  Sun-room  is  well  used  and  contributes  its  part 
to  the  maintenance  of  the  cheerfulness  of  the  House.  The  general  spirit  of  happiness 
prevades  the  Home  and  all  members  of  the  staff  endeavour  to  maintain  a  spirit  of  good 
will.  Our  oldest  Resident  is  in  her  98th  year  and  is  up  and  about  each  day. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Charles  J.  Copp, 

April  28,  1944.  Medical  Officer. 
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LADIES'  COMMITTEE  REPORT 


Mr.  Chairman,  and  Members  of  the  Board,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen:  I  am  afraid 
I  have  not  anything  very  different  from  past  years,  but  I  will  do  the  best  I  can 
anyway. 

We  met  this  afternoon  under  the  shadow  of  a  great  loss,  a  personal  loss,  and 
we  are  sure  it  would  not  be  the  desire  of  our  members  to  proceed  with  the  ordinary 
business  without  paying  tribute  to  the  memory  of  our  late  Superintendent,  Mrs. 
Arthur  Laughlen,  who  held  that  office  for  about  seventeen  years.  We  feel  this  Home 
has  lost  a  true  friend,  whose  kindness  we  shall  always  cherish,  and  to  her  family 
we  extend  our  deepest  sympathy. 

Many  entertainments  were  given  through  the  past  year.  Commencing  with  the 
Annual  Picnic,  which  was  held  in  High  Park  in  July,  —  the  residents  were  conveyed 
to  and  from  this  event  in  Transportation  Buses  and  were  given  in  addition  a  Lake 
Shore  drive.  Games  and  competitions  were  held  and  prizes  given.  Each  man  received 
a  tie  and  each  woman  a  fancy  towel.  Candy,  Chocolate  Milk  and  Watermelon,  were 
served  during  the  afternoon. 

Duncan  Cowan,  who  is  an  excellent  entertainer,  gave  much  pleasure  to  everyone, 
playing  various  instruments,  also  singing  well  known  songs,  in  which  everyone  joined. 
There  was  one  man  there  played  those  things  we  used  to  call  them  “bones”  —  kept 
time  with  them  too. 

Then  in  November  the  Annual  Birthday  party  was  held  under  the  Chairman¬ 
ship  of  Miss  Gertrude  Brock,  who  is  a  member  of  the  Board  of  Managers.  A  delight¬ 
ful  programme  was  given,  which  was  followed  by  refreshments.  Then  later  the 
final  entertainment  was  given.  The  Annual  Christmas  tree  which  always  brings 
happiness.  First  Community  Singing,  then  Technicolor  Talking  Pictures.  Later 
Miss  Smith  again  gave  much  pleasure  with  her  quartette  singing  many  well  known 
songs,  to  the  delight  of  her  audience.  Each  resident  received  a  well  filled  stocking. 
The  women  were  given  stockings,  soap,  face  powder,  comb,  candy,  orange,  handker¬ 
chief,  and  an  apple.  The  men  were  given  tobacco,  socks,  tie,  comb,  cigars,  handker¬ 
chief,  popcorn,  candy,  orange  and  apple.  Mr.  Cowan  as  Santa  Claus  entertained 
in  various  costumes,  much  to  the  delight  of  his  audience.  This  happy  evening  was 
brought  to  a  close  with  the  serving  of  Ice  Cream  and  Cake,  which  apparently  seems 
to  be  the  order  of  all  entertainments. 

Our  Red  Cross  unit  has  worked  very  hard  during  the  year.  Several  thousand 
scarfs,  socks,  helmets,  and  sweaters  were  knitted.  V^ery  colorful  new  curtains  have 
been  made  by  our  women  for  the  sun  rooms  and  reception  room.  We  are  pleased  to 
report,  with  the  co-operation  of  the  Wartime  Prices  and  Trade  Board,  the  Men's  and 
Women’s  Hospital  wards  have  been  equipped  with  spring-filled  mattresses,  which 
no  doubt  are  most  acceptable. 

Many  kindnesses  have  been  bestowed  on  our  Home.  Especially  we  mention 
those  so  graciously  rendered  by  Dr.  Copp. 

During  every  week  Church  Services  are  held  from  which  our  people  find 
comfort.  We  are  most  fortunate  in  electing  Miss  Irene  Sherrin  to  fill  the  office  of 
Superintendent  made  vacant  by  the  passing  of  Mrs.  Arthur  Laughlen,  in  this  House 
of  Industry.  Knowing  her  worth  as  Secretary  as  we  do,  we  are  assured  of  her 
ability  to  fill  her  new  position  with  complete  satisfaction. 

Our  fellow  officers  and  members  of  the  Board  have  been  most  efficient  in  their 
duties,  very  conscientious  in  attending  meetings  and  other  demands  made  upon  their 
time,  to  whom  our  appreciation  is  extended. 

Respecfully  submitted, 

Carolyn  J.  Roberts. 
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HOUSE  OF  INDUSTRY 
RESIDENTS'  REPORT 

January  1st  to  December  31st,  1943 

'7  expect  to  pass  through  this  world  but 
once.  Any  good  thing,  therefore,  that  1 
can  do,  or  any  kindness  I  can  show  to  any 
fellow  human-being ,  let  me  do  it  now. 

Let  me  not  defer  nor  neglect  it,  for  I  shall 
not  pass  this  way  again.” 

Stephen  Grellet 

During  the  past  year  23  7  Residents  have  been  cared  for  in  the  Home,  the 
majority  of  whom  are  aged  and  infirm,  the  oldest  being  98  years  of  age. 

All  are  treated  with  every  sympathy  and  kindness  and  nothing  is  left  undone 
that  will  add  to  their  welfare  and  comfort. 

The  Pensioner  takes  kindly  to  our  Home,  and  the  Managers  feel  that  they  have 
discovered  the  method  of  taking  care  of  those  who  in  their  time  were  the  builders 
of  the  Empire.  These  people,  in  their  declining  years,  express  a  great  deal  of 
pleasure  and  gratitude  for  being  independent  and  self  supporting. 

The  Board  of  Management  appreciates  to  the  fullest  the  joy  and  contentment 
that  comes  to  those  who,  having  reached  the  twilight  of  their  lives,  find  that  their 
futures  have  thus  been  provided  for. 

The  Spiritual  welfare  of  the  residents  is  well  looked  after  by  ministers  of  the 
various  denominations. 

Numerous  entertainmients,  movie  shows  and  suppers  have  been  provided  by 
friends  of  the  House,  which  contribute  towards  brightening  the  lives  of  the  residents. 
These  events  are  mile  stones  in  the  lives  of  our  residents,  whose  appreciation  at  all 
times  is  sufficient  compensation  for  the  kindness  shoven. 


Avrage  number  in  House  daily  .  163 

In  on  1st  of  January,  1943  . .  167 

Admitted  since  .  70 


Total  .  237 

Of  whom  are  blind  .  2 

Cripples  .  50 

Other  residents  .  185 


Total  .  23  7 

Discharged  54,  Died  29  (20  men  and  9  women)  .  83 

In  the  House  December  31st,  194  3  .  154 

Total  .  237 

Total  Cost  of  Residents  .  $25,861.13 

Total  Cost  of  Casual  Poor  .  12,5  64.73 

$38,425.86 


IRENE  SHERRIN, 

Superintendent. 


Mr.  Alfred  Maguire  read  the  Residents’  Report. 

Mr.  Maguire:  Mr.  Chairman,  may  I  just  make  a  personal  digression. 

I  want  to  say  that  we  appreciate  very  much  your,  being  here  representing 
Mayor  Conboy.  We  know  your  heart  is  in  the  right  place,  and  as  one  who  has 
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been  a  member  of  this  Institution  for  many  years,  I  want  to  say  to  you,  Mr.  Mayor, 
that  there  is  no  institution  anywhere  doing  the  work  this  institution  is  doing  from 
the  standpoint  of  sincerely  trying  to  make  it  comfortable  for  the  residents  of  this 
house,  at  the  most  economical  cost.  The  City  of  Toronto  ought  to  be  proud  that 
it  has  got  an  institution  of  this  kind. 

We  hear  at  times,  Mr.  Mayor,  “Oh,  we  should  build  a  new  place,  we  should 
go  away  out  into  the  country!”  All  wrong!  If  you  knew  the  pleasure  these  old 
ladies  and  gentlemen  take  when  they  have  a  nice  day,  with  the  spare  money  they  get, 
they  go  down  to  Eaton’s  and  they  go  down  to  Simpson’s.  They  can  go  down  like 
the  ordinary  citizens  of  this  city.  But  to  put  them  out  in  the  country  would  be 
most  inhuman,  Mr.  Mayor.  It  was  good  enough  for  the  City  of  Toronto  107  years 
ago,  and  you  might  answer,  “Oh,  well  in  those  days  that  was  somewhat  out  in  the 
wilderness  then.”  But  the  men  had  vision  in  those  days.  These  old  people  could 
not  be  riding  on  street  cars,  and  none  of  them  could  buy  a  car,  so  we  must  stay.  And 
the  Board  has  studied  for  years  the  comfort  of  the  people  that  are  here.  Oh,  it 
would  do  your  heart  good,  to  see  them  going  to  the  picnic  in  High  Park,  —  the 
spirit  with  which  they  enter  into  the  games,  etc.,  and  then  to  see  them  at  their  annual 
meeting  when  the  movies  are  shown !  They  are  enjoying  the  comforts  of  life.  And 
that  is  what  has  imbued  the  members  of  the  Board  —  Make  it  as  comfortable  as  their 
own  homes,  and  those  who  are  advocating  a  great  big  building  out  in  the  country, 
it  is  inhuman,  and  I  hope  the  management  of  this  House  will  always  carry  on  the 
way  originally  intended,  and  up  to  the  present  day. 

Mr.  Mayor,  I  know  you  are  with  us,  and  I  know  you  will  appeal  to  members 
of  the  Council  and  public  men  to  state  the  case  of  the  Board. 

The  citizens  of  Toronto  can  come  in  at  any  time  to  inspect  this  institution. 
There  is  no  particular  appointment  required.  Come  in  and  go  through  it. 

And  with  the  President’s  permission,  may  I  digress  a  little  more. 

We  have  been  studying  the  question  —  because  a  lot  of  people  don’t  like  —  I 
won’t  say  a  “lot”,  but  some  people  don’t  like  the  name  “House  of  Industry.”  Mr. 
President,  may  I  make  this  suggestion  to  you:  Will  the  ladies  and  gentlemen  present 
be  interested  and  just  drop  a  note  suggesting  what  they  think  would  be  a  good  name 
for  this  House,  along  with  their  name  and  address.  You  have  taken  the  trouble  to 
come  out  here  to  this  annual  meeting,  and  I  don't  think  the  President  would  criticize 
and  oppose  it.  Drop  a  suggestion  of  what  you  think  would  be  a  nice  suitable  name 
for  this  House  of  Industry.  If  you  do  that,  you  may  be  the  means  of  removing  a 
terrible  burden  from  the  Trustees,  because  we  have  all  got  our  ideas. 

But  I  think,  Mr.  President,  from  the  faces  that  I  see  before  me  today,  the 
ladies  could  assist  us  a  lot. 

Thank  you,  Mr.  Chairman. 


PRESIDENT'S  ADDRESS 


Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen: 

It  gives  me  a  great  deal  of  pleasure  to  present  a  brief  report  of  the  work  of  the 

various  departments  of  this  House  as  we  enter  our  IQ 8th  year. 

A  matter  cropped  up  today  that  I  hardly  expected  although  I  was  glad  of  the 

comment  of  Mr.  Maguire,  the  question  of  the  change  of  name  has  been  with  us  for 

some  time.  It  is  quite  a  serious  question.  When  you  begin  to  think  about  an 
institution  that  has  been  running  for  107  years  in  a  successful  manner,  doing  the 
wondrous  work  that  it  has,  to  go  to  work  and  change  the  name,  and  yet  it  is  some¬ 
thing  which  rather  appeals  to  you  in  a  way  that  it  should  be  changed. 

It  is  really  the  old  name  has  outdone  itself,  in  a  way.  When  this  institution 
was  started  it  was  started  for  the  purpose  that  we  are  carrying  on  today,  but  they  had 
to  break  stones  in  the  early  days  before  they  could  get  a  night’s  lodging.  That  of 
course  was  done  away  with  a  great  many  years  ago. 

Just  speaking  of  the  name,  we  would  like  —  and  I  quite  agree  with  our  friend 
— we  would  like  to  have  suggestions  from  anybody  outside.  We  know  the  difficulty 
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of  some  of  the  other  institutions  that  have  changed  their  names,  the  thought  and 
time  that  they  have  given  to  such  a  thing,  but  as  I  say  there  is  always  that  “but”, 
another  way  of  looking  at  it.  It  seemed  to  me  that  perhaps  in  the  meantime  we 
might  consider  retaining  the  name  of  the  House  of  Industry,  but  giving  a  different 
name  to  our  Home  —  this  is  a  home,  a  real  home  —  but  calling  it  some  special  name, 
and  a  special  name  for  our  Casual  Ward.  Our  work  in  the  Casual  Ward  is  changing 
a  great  deal  from  what  it  used  to  be,  therefore  I  don’t  like  that  word  “Casual”  and 
I  would  like  to  get  away  from  it. 

And  there  is  just  a  question  in  my  mind  of  retaining  the  House  of  Industry  in 
the  meantime  as  a  holding  company  as  it  were,  with  the  House  as  a  special  name,  the 
Casual  Ward  as  a  special  department. 

We  brought  this  up  as  much  as  a  year  ago,  and  without  bringing  it  to  the  real 
front  and  knowing  how  our  members  really  felt  about  it,  I  just  tried  to  get  that  into 
their  mind,  to  think  about  it,  and  we  are  still  thinking  about  it,  and  I  think  we 
must  look  at  it  probably  in  a  more  serious  way  than  we  have  done. 

However,  I  am  very  pleased  the  matter  was  brought  up. 

Mr.  Maguire  also  referred  to  other  matters  of  which  my  report  may  have  some¬ 
thing  to  do.  At  the  same  time  I  felt  I  would  like  to  let  you  know  we  are  giving 
serious  consideration  to  them. 

There  is  just  another  remark  I  would  like  to  make.  Perhaps  some  of  you 
hardly  understand  why  the  name  of  Mrs.  Laughlen  has  not  been  brought  to  the  fore. 
We  thought  as  the  death  had  occurred  so  recently,  we  had  better  deal  with  1943  as 
it  is  in  a  business  way,  and  then  spend  a  certain  time  in  speaking  of  her  and  referring 
to  her  work  here. 

So  that  my  report  will  be  still  on  business  but  will  refer  to  our  late  Super¬ 
intendent. 

You  have  heard  reports  of  the  different  branches  of  our  work.  In  the  Casual 
Ward  at  present  we  have  5  8  men,  who  are  mainly  those  unable  to  do  any  kind  of 
work.  Through  the  past  year  a  number  of  men  were  sent  to  us  for  week-ends,  some 
of  whom  seemed  quite  capable  of  working,  and  with  this  in  view  Mrs.  Laughlen  was 
able  to  place  40  in  steady  employment.  Some  of  these  men  were  very  grateful,  and 
a  number  of  them  called  at  the  office  to  express  their  thanks  and  appreciation.  Various 
rooms  and  dormitories  in  this  department  have  been  redecorated,  and  are  kept  spot¬ 
lessly  clean  and  well  ventilated. 

Our  Residents’  Department  has  received  its  usual  care.  Reading  rooms,  sitting 
rooms,  dormitories  and  sun  room  have  all  been  redecorated,  and  are  in  splendid  condi¬ 
tion,  especially  the  rooms  and  sunroom  with  the  southern  exposure,  which  makes  the 
rooms  very  bright  and  cheerful.  Miss  Roberts,  Chairman  of  the  Ladies’  Committee, 
has  given  you  a  very  good  idea  of  what  goes  on  in  the  women’s  side  of  the  House. 
Early  this  year,  for  the  convenience  and  comfort  of  our  people,  bedside  tables  were 
added  to  the  dormitories  and  some  placed  on  the  men’s  side  as  well,  which  have  been 
much  appreciated. 

The  arrangements  arrived  at  with  the  Department  of  Public  Welfare  for  the 
taking  over  of  patients  from  the  various  city  hospitals  have  been  working  out  very 
satisfactorily.  The  hospitals  in  this  way  have  been  relieved  of  a  number  of  cases, 
thereby  making  room  for  others.  A  great  saving  has  been  made  for  the  city  by  this 
plan,  and  also  a  great  service  has  been  rendered  to  many  individuals  by  nursing  them 
back  to  health  and  strength,  and  in  many  cases  enabling  them  to  return  to  their 
homes.  We  have,  at  present,  26  patients  of  this  class  in  the  House,  whom  we  hope 
to  be  of  service  to. 

Last  year  the  House  started  in  a  new  Department,  and  raised  about  60  rabbits 
during  the  year.  This  was  done  with  the  idea  of  helping  to  supplement  meat  when 
rationed.  It  gave  about  four  meals  of  rabbit  pie  to  approximately  150  people,  or 
about  600  meals  altogether,  and  the  skins  were  made  into  Seaman’s  Jackets  for  the 
Navy.  In  addition  to  this,  we  received  from  the  party  who  collects  the  waste,  or 
what  is  left  over  from  the  dining  room  and  kitchen  (in  payment  of  same),  one  little 
pig,  weighing  from  150  to  160  lbs.  every  two  months.  There  doesn’t  seem  to  be 
much  waste  about  this. 
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Quite  recently  two  events  of  great  interest  took  place,  and  also  a  very  sad  one, 
which  I  will  refer  to  later.  On  Tuesday  morning,  March  14th,  at  9.15,  a  deputation 
called  at  the  house  and  asked  if  they  might  be  permitted  to  make  an  inspection  of 
same.  This  was  cheerfully  granted  by  Mrs.  Laughlen,  and  Miss  Sherrin  showed  them 
through.  It  was  afterwards  learned  that  this  deputation  consisted  of  6  representa¬ 
tives  of  the  Massey-Harris  Chest  Fund,  all  of  whom  took  a  great  interest  in  the 
House.  They  wished  particularly  to  see  the  kitchen  and  kitchen  equipment,  cup¬ 
boards,  etc.,  and  store  rooms,  and  expressed  their  pleasure  at  seeing  such  equipment, 
kept  in  such  order,  and  on  the  cleanliness  of  the  building,  and  on  their  way  out, 
congratulated  Mrs.  Laughlen  on  the  wonderful  way  she  was  conducting  the  House. 
After  they  left  Mrs.  Laughlen  remarked  that  so  many  people  going  through  expressed 
themselves  in  this  way,  but  she  did  wish  that  some  of  them  would  put  it  in  writing. 
A  few  days  after,  we  received  a  letter  which  was  addressed  to  Mrs.  Laughlen,  superin¬ 
tendent  of  the  House,  but  unfortunately  she  had  passed  away  in  the  meantime,  so 
that  her  assistant  opened  the  letter  which  I  will  read  to  you. 

MASSEY-HARRIS  COMPANY,  LIMITED. 

Toronto,  March  17th,  1944. 


Mrs.  A.  W.  Laughlen, 

Superintendent,  House  of  Industry, 

87  Elm  Street, 

Toronto,  Canada. 

Dear  Mrs.  Laughlen: 

I  am  directed  by  the  Committee  of  the  Employee  Chest  Fund  to  write  you 
expressing  their  thanks  for  the  privilege  of  visiting  and  inspecting  the  House  of  In¬ 
dustry  on  Tuesday  last  the  14th  instant.  Also  to  express  to  you  their  sincere  apprecia¬ 
tion  for  the  courtesies  extended  at  that  time. 

The  Committee  wish  to  say  that  they  were  greatly  impressed  by  the  admirable 
conditions  which  they  found  existing  everywhere  in  your  Institution.  The  environ¬ 
ment  of  those  domiciled  under  your  roof,  their  deportment,  and  their  general  well 
being  leave  nothing  to  be  desired  in  this  respect.  They  appear  to  be  happy  and 
living  in  considerable  degree  of  comfort. 

The  Committee  specifically  commented  on  the  cleanliness,  housekeeping  and  good 
order  of  the  House  of  Industry,  on  the  quality  of  the  food  which  is  plentiful,  well 
cooked,  nourishing,  and  of  a  variety  that  might  be  found  in  one  of  the  larger  hotels. 
The  Committee  is  further  agreeably  surprised  to  hear  of  the  extremely  low  cost  on 
which  the  House  of  Industry  is  operated,  and  in  concluding  desires  to  congratulate 
and  compliment  you  and  your  staff  on  the  comfortable,  efficient  and  economical 
conditions  that  prevail. 

Sincerely  yours, 

(Signed)  L.  W.  HUDSON,  Secretary, 

Employee  Chest  Committee. 

A  few  days  after  that  we  received  from  them  a  paper  called  “The  Worker’'  —  a 
Union  paper  —  and  the  article  in  it  I  will  also  read. 

COPIED  FROM  “THE  WORKER". 

(Union  Paper  —  Massey-Harris  Company) 

SOCIAL  SERVICE 

On  Thursday,  March  14th,  three  Union  representatives  visited  the  House  of 
Industry  on  Elm  Street,  Toronto.  The  reason  of  this  visit  was  to  obtain  first-hand 
knowledge  of  the  conditions,  relative  to  residency  in  “The  House”.  Miss  Irene 
Sherrin,  Assistant  Superintendent,  turned  out  to  be  the  ideal  guide  and  informant. 
Our  questions,  which  were  numerous,  were  answered  without  hesitation.  Each  one 
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of  the  Committee  confessed  afterward,  that  they  were  astounded  at  what  they  saw  and 
heard  on  their  visit. 

The  House  has  been  operating  continuously  for  107  years.  It  has  thirty  rooms 
and  dormitories,  and  at  present  is  accommodating  sixty-three  female  and  ninety-four 
male  residents.  Most  of  these  residents  are  supported  by  City  and  Provincial  grants. 
The  remainder  are  old-age  or  other  pensioners.  These  pensioners  are  charged  $15.00 
per  month,  leaving  a  balance  of  $13.00  for  their  own  personal  pleasures.  If  any 
should  be  handicapped  through  blindness,  paralysis,  or  any  other  deformity,  they 
receive  special  treatment  such  as  massage,  etc.,  and  when  wishing  to  go  out  walking 
are  always  accompanied  by  a  less  unfortunate  resident,  so  that  no  harm  should  come 
to  them. 

Considering  the  age  of  the  residents,  it  was  a  treat  to  see  how  happy  and  com¬ 
fortable  every  one  seemed  to  be,  even  to  the  few  bed-patients.  One  of  the  latter  was 
a  dear  old  white  haired  lady,  smiling  and  joking  with  everyone  “but  blind’’.  In 
the  ladies’  sitting  room,  it  was  interesting  to  see  other  “girls”  either  knitting,  sewing 
or  reading. 

In  the  men’s  room,  activities  were  similar.  Reading,  smoking,  card-playing,  etc., 
were  the  choice.  The  whole  building  was  spotlessly  clean,  even  to  the  kitchen  and 
food  store  rooms. 

Church  services  are  held  four  times  weekly,  at  which  nearly  everyone  attend. 

The  men  look  forward  to  their  tobacco  issue,  five  packets  per  month,  and  believe 
me  the  ladies  would  not  be  without  POWDER. 

It  seemed  very  unfortunate  that  as  this  was  such  a  nice  letter  that  Mrs.  Laughlen 
could  not  have  been  permitted  to  have  seen  it. 

On  Tuesday,  March  28th,  at  5  o’clock,  Alderman  Wilson  called  at  the  House 
with  three  gentlemen  whom  he  stated  he  would  like  shown  through  the  House.  Miss 
Sherrin  gladly  consented  to  conduct  them  on  an  inspection  trip.  These  gentlemen 
represented  the  three  different  papers.  The  Globe  H  Mail,  The  Daily  Star,  and  The 
Evening  Telegram,  and  were  stationed  at  the  City  Hall,  as  City  Hall  repre¬ 
sentatives  for  their  respective  papers.  They  were,  as  many  others  have  been,  delighted 
with  everything  they  saw  —  cleanliness,  good  ventilation,  equipment  good  • —  and 
as  they  happened  to  come  at  a  meal  time  saw  what  was  served,  and  expressed  them¬ 
selves  accordingly.  They  also  were  in  touch  with  some  of  the  residents,  with  whom 
they  had  quite  a  little  chat.  On  their  leaving,  they  expressed  their  appreciation  and 
thanks  to  Miss  Sherrin  for  being  able  to  come  and  see  through  the  house  at  this 
particular  time.  I  am  going  to  ask  Alderman  Wilson,  who  was  responsible  for 
influencing  these  men  to  inspect  our  House,  to  read  an  article  which  appeared  in  the 
Globe  and  Mail  a  few  days  later,  written  by  their  representative,  Mr.  Tumpane,  who 
had  made  the  inspection. 

During  their  inspection,  Mr.  Clifford  Daniel,  the  representative  of  The  Telegram 
had  told  Miss  Sherrin  that  he  would  be  very  glad  to  conduct  a  moving  picture  show 
for  the  benefit  of  the  old  people  at  some  future  date  satisfactory  to  all  parties,  and 
on  Tuesday,  April  18th.  Alderman  Wilson  with  Mr.  Daniels  and  Alderman  Innis, 
and  also  Mr.  Mason  who  came  with  them  to  operate  the  moving  picture  show,  gave 
the  evening  to  entertaining  our  residents,  which  was  very  much  appreciated. 

I  wish  to  express  appreciation  on  behalf  of  the  Board  of  Management  and  my 
personal  appreciation  of  the  work  carried  on  by  this  Institution  during  the  past  year, 
of  the  wonderful  services  rendered  by  our  late  Superintendent  Mrs.  Laughlen,  Miss 
Sherrin  and  all  the  Staff  for  their  faithful,  unstinted  services  rendered. 

I  am  sure  you  will  all  be  pleased  to  know  that  Miss  Irene  Sherrin  who  has  been 
assistant  to  Mrs.  Laughlen  for  the  past  fifteen  years,  has  unanimously  been  appointed 
by  the  Board  of  Management  to  follow  Mrs.  Laughlen  as  Superintendent  of  this 
House.  She  has  gained  a  wealth  of  experience  under  Mrs.  Laughlen’s  capable  lead¬ 
ership,  and  we  are  quite  confident  that  she  will  be  able  to  carry  on  in  the  same  man¬ 
ner,  having  the  same  interest  in  her  work  as  our  late  superintendent. 
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To  the  Officers  and  Members  of  the  Board,  I  wish  to  express  appreciation  and 
thanks  for  their  co-operation  and  assistance  so  willingly  given  at  all  times.  We  can 
all  be  absolutely  confident  that  this  work  will  be  carried  on  in  the  future,  with  God’s 
help,  in  the  simple  spirit  of  loving  service. 

Fourteen  years  ago  we  lost  our  Superintendent,  Mr.  Arthur  Laughlen,  who 
faithfully  served  this  House  for  40  years.  He  was  appointed  in  1890  and  died  in 
1930.  Before  Mr.  Laughlen’s  time,  Mr.  North,  Mrs.  Laughlen’s  father  was  in  charge 
of  the  Institution  for  12  years,  being  appointed  in  1  8  78,  and  died  in  1890.  At  the 
death  of  Mr.  Laughlen  in  1  930,  Mrs.  Laughlen  was  appointed  to  the  position  of 
Superintendent.  At  this  time,  we  were  somewhat  in  doubt  as  to  whether  a  woman 
could  handle  a  position  such  as  this,  as  we  had  a  large  number  of  men  in  the  Casual 
Ward,  and  sometimes  some  pretty  rough  characters.  But  it  was  not  long  before 
we  realized  how  capable  she  was,  as  she  had  no  difficulty  whatever  in  managing  the 
Institution  at  any  time.  She  had  a  wonderful  way  in  dealing  with  men  and  women. 
She  could  be  firm  and  quite  decided,  and  yet  she  always  had  a  very  happy  way  with 
her,  and  took  such  an  interest  in  anyone  and  everyone  who  came  within  her  reach. 
The  men  seemed  to  understand  that  when  she  gave  any  instructions  she  meant  it,  and 
it  had  to  be  done  —  that  they  had  to  conduct  themselves  in  a  proper  way  in  order  to 
remain  in  the  Institution.  She  had  also  a  wonderful  way  in  talking  quietly  and 

seriously  with  a  lot  of  these  old  people,  trying  at  all  times  to  get  them  to  take  a 

personal  interest  in  what  was  going  on  round  about  them,  and  advising  them  in  the 
way  they  should  live  and  conduct  themselves  for  their  own  happiness  and  the  happi¬ 
ness  of  others.  She  administered  that  Christian  spirit  at  all  times,  and  one  could  not 
be  with  her  long  without  realizing  the  true  Christian  she  was.  She  certainly  lived 
for  one  purpose  —  that  of  service.  Her  death  was  a  severe  loss  not  only  here  but 
in  many  homes  throughout  the  city,  as  testimonies  to  be  read  later  will  verify.  For 
instance,  after  the  announcement  of  her  death,  a  party  called  up  to  offer  sympathy 
because  he  remembered  her  more  than  thirty  years  ago,  when  he  first  came  to  this 
country.  After  trying  hard  to  get  a  job,  he  was  advised  to  apply  at  the  House  of 
Industry,  but  he  stated  he  did  not  want  help,  he  wanted  work.  Mrs.  Laughlen  gave 
him  a  job  which  he  did  and  received  $6.00  in  payment,  and  he  stated  that  this  was 

was  the  first  money  that  he  earned  since  his  arrival  in  Canada.  She,  no  doubt,  also 

gave  him  some  friendly  advice  which  he  had  not  forgotten  —  and  he  expressed 
sympathy  at  her  loss.  Colonel  George  Williams  of  Hamilton  who  conducted  the 
funeral  service,  spoke  of  her  deep  interest  in  the  church,  and  said  she  was  a  woman 
of  high  ideals,  sincerity,  loyalty,  and  understanding  sympathy.  We  will  miss  her. 

CHARLES  T.  STARK, 

President. 

Mr.  Stark  called  on  Mr.  Maguire  to  read  an  article  entitled  “At  City  Hall”,  by 
Frank  Tumpane,  which  appeared  in  the  Globe  and  Mail,  in  connection  with  the 
House. 


AT  CITY  HALL 

By  Frank  Tumpane 

In  the  twilight  of  life,  when  each  day  brings  an  imperceptible  lengthening  of 
the  shadow  of  the  deep  valley,  it  is  well  to  face  existencee  with  serenity. 

For  the  aged,  there  should  be  a  calmness  and  a  home  filled  with  friendliness  and 
affection.  Worry  should  not  be  within  the  scope  of  those  who  have  breasted  life 
for  80  years. 

One’s  own  home  is  best,  but  what  of  those  who  are  homeless?  There  are  many 
in  Toronto  who  struggled  with  fate  for  60  years  and  are  nearing  the  last  turn  in 
the  road.  They  are  old  and  penniless.  They  are  good  people.  The  majority  of 
them  are  thrifty  people.  But  their  meagre  earnings  never  permitted  them  to  save  for 
their  old  age. 

Has  Grim  Sound 

The  name  “House  of  Industry”  has  a  grim  sound.  It  is  situated  at  87  Elm  St,, 
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in  a  grim  section  of  the  city.  Both  name  and  situation  are  misleading.  Trite, 
though  it  may  seem,  the  phrase  “haven  of  rest”  is  a  sound  description  of  Toronto’s 
House  of  Industry. 

Resident,  there  are  100  men  and  67  women  who  cannot  provide  for  them¬ 
selves,  and  who  have  no  friends  lo  support  them.  Many  are  infirm.  Some  are 
blind. 

The  house  has  been  in  continuous  operation  since  1  83  7  and  parts  of  the  present 
building  are  more  than  90  years  old.  There  is  an  early  Victorian  air  about  the  place. 
A  visitor  finds  himself  imagining  the  stout  walls  must  have  creaked  in  alarm  when 
a  modern  elevator  was  installed. 

These  old  people  are  happy.  Even  the  least  observant  learns  that  soon.  Their 
home  is  clean.  Their  food  is  good.  Miss  Irene  Sherrin,  the  capable  superintendent, 
heads  a  staff  which  is  kindly  and  understanding. 

The  average  age  of  these  residents  is  74,  and  the  majority  receive  the  old-age 
pension  of  $28  monthly.  Fifteen  dollars  is  taken  toward  their  maintenance,  and  the 
remaining  $13  they  have  for  pocket  money.  There  are  a  number  who  are  not  yet 
in  receipt  of  the  old-age  pension,  and  can  pay  nothing  toward  their  maintenance,  but 
they  are  treated  exactly  like  the  others. 

Governments  Make  Grant 

The  institution  is  operated  by  a  bourd  of  trustees,  and  is  not  owned  by  the 
city  or  Province.  Both  Governments  make  grants  toward  maintenance  of  the  residents. 
But  for  extension  of  buildings  and  replacement  of  furniture  and  equipment  the  house 
is  dependent  upon  the  generosity  of  the  public. 

Much  of  the  furniture  needs  replacement,  too.  While  kept  spotlessly  clean, 
the  years  have  taken  their  toll.  Much  money  could  be  spent  on  the  building  if  it  were 
available. 

On  one  of  the  floors  is  a  large  room.  It  holds  women  residents,  too  weak  and 
infirm  to  move  from  their  beds.  One  is  an  old,  old  lady  of  90.  She  is  blind. 
Recognizing  Miss  Sherrin’s  voice  she  groped  for  the  superintendent’s  extended  hand. 

“You  are  always  the  cheerful  one,”  said  Miss  Sherrin. 

“Ah,  yes,”  replied  the  old  lady,  in  the  thin,  high  voice  of  the  aged,  “I  am  happy. 
I  think  we  should  all  try  to  be  cheerful  all  the  time.” 

And  there  seemed  to  be  something  gallant  about  that  for  some  one  who  was 
blind  and  90. 


Testimonies  and  tributes  to  the  late  Mrs.  Laughlen  were  read,  among  which  was 
a  letter  from  the  Chairman  of  the  City  Council  read  by  Alfred  Maguire,  also  letters 
from  the  Old  Age  Pension  Board,  Mr.  Merson,  Mr.  James  and  others. 

Rev.  J.  E.  Gibson  read  a  letter  of  tribute  to  Mrs.  Laughlen  from  Dr.  D.  R. 
Fletcher,  Superintendent  of  the  Whitby  Hospital,  on  the  occasion  of  her  passing. 

Whitby,  March  21st,  1944. 

Charles  T.  Stark,  Esq., 

President  of  the  House  of  Industry, 

87  Elm  Street, 

TORONTO,  Ontario. 

Dear  Mr.  Stark: 

I  was  shocked  to  notice  in  the  morning  paper  the  death  of  our  friend  Mrs. 
Frances  Laughlen.  We  have  had  associations  with  Mrs.  Laughlen  and  her  late  hus¬ 
band  over  a  period  of  many  years  and  I  was  always  impressed  with  the  unfailing 
courtesy,  tact  and  kindness  that  she  used  in  dealing  with  all  people  either  of  high  or 
low  estate. 


18 


1837  TORONTO  HOUSE  OF  INDUSTRY  1943 


Mrs.  Laughlen  had  a  great  love  for  humanity  and  with  it  executive  ability  of  a 
very  high  order  so  that  the  House  of  Industry  under  her  guidance  was  outstanding 
among  such  Institutions  in  the  Province. 

The  Management  of  the  House  of  Industry,  the  City  of  Toronto,  and  indeed 

the  whole  Province  have  suffered  a  great  loss  in  which  we  share. 

Yours  very  truly, 

D.  R.  Fletcher,  M.D. 

DRF/R  Superintendent. 

Mr.  Gibson  then  added  a  personal  word  of  tribute,  saying:  I  go  back  a  little 

farther  than  Mrs.  Laughlen,  and  I  knew  Mr.  Laughlen  even  better  than  her.  I  came 

in  in  the  spirit  of  some  of  these  visitors  that  were  mentioned  today,  rather  critical 
of  the  House,  and  it  was  Mr.  Laughlen  who  associated  me  with  the  work  to  which  I 
have  contributed  my  humble  part  since. 

My  impression  of  Mr.  Laughlen  was  a  rather  unusual  thing,  that  although  he 
had  dealt  with  all  kinds  of  people  he  was  not  cynical,  and  although  he  was  very 
wise,  he  was  also  very  sympathetic. 

When  Mr,  Laughlen  passed  I  thought  it  was  going  to  be  too  bad  for  this  work, 
and  was  surprised  to  find  that  Mrs.  Laughlen  carried  on  in  the  very  same  spirit,  and 
it  is  something  that  has  been  a  wonder  to  me  ever  since,  that  such  an  association 
could  be  broken  and  no  ill  effects  felt  by  the  work  th^t  was  being  done,  and  I 
attributed  this,  rightly  or  wrongly,  to  Mr.  Laughlen’s  part  in  training  and  association 
that  his  spirit  had  imbued  her,  or  her  spirit  had  imbued  him,  that  they  were  one  in 
the  work  they  were  engaged  in. 

And  now  a  third  or  fourth  generation,  Miss  Sherrin  succeeds  in  the  work  that 
is  to  be  done,  and  we  are  very  fortunate,  the  City  of  Toronto  is  fortunate,  but 
above  all,  the  people  who  are  looked  after  here  are  very  fortunate  that  this  succession 
of  good  people  are  concerned  in  their  interests. 

The  greatest  Teacher  the  world  has  known  insisted  that  there  would  be  rewards 
and  that  a  certain  day  there  would  be  a  judgment,  and  the  Great  Teacher  would  say, 
“I  was  a  stranger  and  you  took  me  in;  I  was  naked  and  you  clothed  me;  I  was  sick 
and  you  visited  me.”  And  these  people  that  I  have  been  talking  about  will  be 
just  such  people  who  would  say,  “When  saw  me  Thee  hungry,  a  stranger  or  naked?” 
And  He  would  say  to  them,  “Inasmuch  as  ye  have  done  it  unto  the  least  of  one  of 
these  my  brethren,  ye  have  done  it  to  me.  Enter  now  into  the  joy  of  Thy  Lord.” 

And  today  we  are  consoled  in  the  great  loss  that  we  have  suffered,  knowing  that 
the  good  Master  Who  looks  after  such  workers,  will  look  after  those  who  did  the 
work,  not  only  in  this  world,  but  eternally. 

Alderman  Simmons,  being  called  upon  by  Mr,  Stark,  spoke  as  follows: 

Mr.  President,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen:  Time  flows  its  ceaseless  course  and  we 
have  come  to  the  close  of  another  year.  In  looking  back  over  the  past  year,  I  think 
I  can  safely  say  we  have  every  reason  to  be  thankful  to  Almighty  God  for  all  the 

blessings  that  He  has  seen  fit  to  bestow  upon  this  Home. 

It  has  been  said  we  are  also  seized  with  sorrow  and  regret.  We  have  suffered 
a  very  severe  loss  in  the  passing  away  of  Mrs.  Laughlen,  our  beloved  Superintendent. 
She  has  answered  the  last  call  and  passed  to  the  home  above.  We  mourn  her  loss  and 
revere  her  memory.  She  enriched  the  life  of  every  human  being  who  crossed  her 

path.  It  is  said  that  when  a  great  woman  dies  she  leaves  behind  her  a  gleam  of  light 

that  extends  far  into  the  night.  The  useful  life  of  Frances  Louise  Laughlen  has  done 
just  that.  Her  great  aim  in  life  was  to  make  others  happy.  I  believe  her  daily 
prayer  was  such. 

Lord  help  me  live  from  day  to  day 
In  such  a  self-forgetful  way 
That  even  as  I  kneel  to  pray. 

My  prayer  shall  be  for  others. 

Help  me  in  all  the  work  I  do 
T o  ever  be  sincere  and  true. 

And  know  that  all  I  say  and  do 
Must  needs  be  done  for  others. 
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Now  she  is  gone,  but  always  she  will  live  in  the  hearts  of  those  who  knew  her, 
and  although  lost  to  sight  and  memory  dear,  she  has  left  behind  her  the  only 
monument  worth  leaving  —  her  memory  and  regime  will  be  treasured  memories  in 
the  hearts  and  minds  of  all  her  friends  for  many  years  to  come.  The  problem  of 
death,  how  oppressive  it  is!  Christianity  alone  lifts  the  veil  —  it  speaks  of  certainty 
of  the  life  beyond,  of  union,  and  eternal  happiness.  Let  us  all  so  live  that  when  it 
comes  the  time  for  us  to  go.  we  shall  be  found  worthy  of  joining  her  in  the  celestial 
home  above  where  parting  shall  be  no  more. 

I  will  ask  you  all  to  rise  while  we  spend  a  moment  in  silence  in  honor  of  her 
memory. 

The  entire  meeting  stood  in  silence  for  a  moment,  and  then  sang  “Lord  With 
Me  Abide”. 

Mr.  Simmons  continued;  Mr.  President,  we  are  fortunate  in  having  as  her 
successor  Miss  Irene  Sherrin,  who  has  been  closely  associated  with  Mrs.  Laughlen  for 
twenty-one  years.  The  experience  gained  during  the  time  they  labored  together 
will  enable  her  to  successfully  carry  on  the  duties  of  Superintendent  in  a  manner  that 
I  believe  will  be  satisfactory  to  all  concerned. 

I  know  of  no  better  way  to  perpetuate  the  name  of  Mrs.  Laughlen  than  do  all 

we  can  to  assist  Miss  Sherrin  to  carry  on  in  a  way  that  has  brought  comfort  and 

happiness  to  the  many  who  have  chosen  this  as  their  home,  to  spend  the  sunset  of 

their  lives. 


Mr.  Charles  T.  Stark, 

Chairman  of  the  Board  of  the  House  of  Industry, 

Royal  Bank  Building, 

Toronto. 

Dear  Sir: 

I  forward  herewith  a  copy  of  a  Resolution  adopted  by  City  Council  at  its  meeting 
held  on  Monday,  March  20th,  as  follows; 

RESOLVED;  That  this  Council  having  learned  with  '"much  regret  of  the  death 
on  Sunday,  March  19,  1944,  of  Mrs.  Frances  Louise  Laughlen,  Superintendent  of  the 
House  of  Industry  for  the  past  fourteen  years,  desires  to  record  an  expression  of  its 
deep  sympathy  to  the  members  of  her  family  in  the  irreparable  loss  they  have  sustained 
in  the  passing  of  a  beloved  Mother. 

The  late  Mrs.  Laughlen  was  identified  prominently  with  the  House  of  Industry 
for  almost  fifty  years,  succeeding  on  the  death  of  her  husband  to  his  position  as 
Superintendent  of  that  Institution.  For  the  past  fourteen  years  she  presided  most 

successfully  over  the  work  of  the  House  of  Industry,  to  the  fullest  satisfaction  of 

this  Corporation. 

In  the  death  of  Mrs.  Laughlen,  this  Corporation  has  lost  one  of  its  most  loyal 

and  devoted  servants.  She  was  a  woman  possessed  of  all  those  sterling  attributes  of 

character  and  Christian  living,  that  made  her  an  ideal  superintendent,  a  humane  admin¬ 
istrator,  sympathetic,  kind  and  with  deep  understanding  of  the  frailty  of  human  nature. 

The  late  Mrs.  Laughlen  will  be  sorely  missed  by  all  who  were  privileged  to  be 
associated  with  her  in  her  splendid  work  as  superintendent  of  the  House  of  Industry, 
and  by  that  great  army  of  destitute  and  homeless  men  and  women,  citizens  of  Toronto, 
who  mourn  the  passing  of  a  sympathetic  Counsellor  who  gave  her  all  in  the  service 
of  suffering  and  neglected  humanity. 

Yours  truly, 

(Signed)  J.  W.  SOMERS, 

City  Clerk. 
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TORONTO  OLD  AGE  PENSIONS  BOARD 


March  22nd,  1944. 


Miss  Irene  Sherrin, 

Superintendent, 

House  of  Industry, 

87  Elm  Street, 

Toronto,  Ont. 

My  Dear  Miss  Sherrin: 

On  behalf  of  the  Toronto  Old  Age  Pensions  ’Board  I  wish  to  convey  to  you 
and  your  Board  our  heartfelt  sympathy  because  of  the  loss  you  have  sustained  through 
the  death  of  Mrs.  Laughlen. 

For  years  past  a  goodly  number  of  Old  Age  Pensioners  have  been  housed  and 
taken  care  of  by  your  institution  and  we  always  felt  that  they  were  well  looked  after 
and  that  Mrs.  Laughlen  contributed  to  their  well-being  and  happiness  because  of  her 
understanding  of  their  requirements  and  the  kindly  care  with  which  she  watched 


over  them. 


I  am. 


Yours  sincerely. 


/.MI/Y 


A,  M.  Ivey,  Chairman, 
Toronto  Old  Age  Pensions  Board. 
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"7  07  YEARS  SERVING  THE  POOR” 

BECjUtSTS  TO  TORONTO  HOtJSE  6^'  INDUSTRY 


Hon.  Wm.  Allen 

TORONTO . 

. 1  853 . 

. £  100.  0.  0. 

Dr.  Alex  Burnside 

i  « 

.  1858 . 

. £1.000.  0.  0. 

Devisees  of  Do. 

t  i 

. 1  858 . 

. £  800.  0.  0. 

Hon.  Jas.  Gordon 

*  * 

. ......1866  . 

. £  200.  0.  0. 

George  Michie,  Esq. 

■•4  i' 

.  1  867  . 

. £  500.  0.  0. 

Robert  Cathcart,  Esq. 

4  4 

.  1  867 . 

. £  500.  0.  0. 

J.  D.  Cameron,  Esq.  < 

GRAND  RIVER . 

. 1  870 . 

.  $  400.00 

Mrs.  Ann  Wheeler 

TORONTO . 

.  1874  . 

.  $  700.00 

John  Worthington 

4  4 

. 1  875 . 

.  $  500.00 

Rev.  Canon  E.  Baldwin 

4  4 

.  1876 . 

.  $  200.00 

John  Tyner 

. 1876 . 

.  $  100.00 

John  McBean 

4  4 

. 1877 . 

.  $  400.00 

Samuel  Spruell 

4  4 

. 1880 . 

.  $  500.00 

Dr.  Mcllmurray 

«  4 

. 1882 . 

.  $  400.00 

Samuel  B.  Smith 

4  4 

. 1883 . 

.  $  500.00 

James  Michie 

4  4 

. 1884 . 

.  $  3,000.00 

Jane  Noble 

i  4 

. 1885 . 

.  $  100.00 

Robert  Walker 

4  4 

. 1885 . 

.  $  100.00 

E.  H.  Rutherford 

t  4 

. 1886  . 

) .  $  1,000.00 

Samuel  Platt 

4  4 

. 1887 . . 

$  700.00 

James  Fleming 

4  4 

. 1888 . 

.  $  500.00 

Mary  Pollard 

4  4 

. 1888 . 

.  $  2,000.00 

William  Gooderham 

4  4 

...  .  .1890 . 

.  $10,000.00 

Mrs.  Ankers 

4  4 

. 1892 . 

. .  $  200.00 

Margaret  McTavish 

4  4 

. 1892 . 

.  $  100.00 

John  Eastwood 

4  4 

. 1892 . 

.  $  100.00 

Alex  T.  Fulton 

4  4 

. 1892 . 

.  $  5,000.00 

Thomas  O’Connor 

4  4 

. 1896 . 

.  $  1,000.00 

Robert  Gilmour 

4  4 

. 1896 . 

.  $  1,000.00 

James  Shipp 

4  4 

. 1897 . 

.  $  300.00 

Jane  Porter 

4  4 

. 1897 . 

.  $  3,000.00 

Jane  Porter 

4  4 

. 1897 . 

.  $  1,675.00 

Hugh  Ryan 

4  4 

. 1900 . 

.  $  500.00 

Sir  Frank  Smith 

4  4 

. 1901 . 

.  $  1,000.00 

Samuel  Alcorn 

4  4 

. 1901 . 

.  $  500.00 

Wm.  Cantley 

4  4 

. 1903 . 

$  2,000.00 

William  Jones 

4  4 

. 1903 . 

.  $  500.00 

Andrew  Stuttaford 

4  4 

. 1903 . 

.  $  300.00 

Lyman  Estate 

*  4 

. 1905 . 

.  $  1,000.00 

James  Crane 

4  t 

. 1906  . 

.  $  1,000.00 

George  Beharriell 

4  4 

.  1906 . 

.  $  500.00 

Robert  Young 

4  4 

. 1907 . 

.  $  77.85 

John  Robert  Aitkins 

4  4 

. 1908  . 

.  $  500.00 

Elizabeth  Rowsell 

4  4 

. 1909 . 

.  $  200.00 

Jane  Shields 

4  4 

. 1910 . 

.  $  500.00 

Jane  P.  Butt 

4  4 

. 1910 . 

.  $  91.99 

Egbert  F.  Sprague 

4  4 

. 1911 . 

.  $  2,000.00 

Woodward  Estate 

4  4 

. 1912 . 

.  $  700.00 

Daniel  Clark 

4  4 

. 1913 . 

.  $  3,000.00 

Alexander  Manning 

4  4 

. 1913 . 

.  $  2,000.00 

John  Price 

4  4 

. 1914 . 

.  $  200.00 

John  Bain 

4  4 

. 1914 . 

.  $  500.00 

Eugene  O’Keefe 

4  > 

. 1914 . 

.  $  3,000.00 

Sarah  Meredith 

4  4 

. 1917 . 

.  $  400.00 

Gertrude  A.  Foy 

4  4 

. 1919 . 

.  $  200.00 

Wm.  Ramsey  Estate 

4  4 

. 1920 . 

.  $  700.00 

Martha  Love 

4  4 

. 1920 . 

.  $  200.00 

Rev.  Dr.  Gilray 

4  4 

. 1920 . 

.  $  61.42 

A.  A.  Allen 

4  4 

. 1925 . 

.  $  500.00 

Wm.  J.  Phoenix 

4  4 

. 1927 . 

.  $  500.00 

Charles  Heath 

4  4 

. 1930 . 

.  $  300.00 

Bridget  Maher 

4  4 

. 1932 . 

.  $  100.00 

Helen  Louise  Clark 

4  4 

. 1933 . 

.  $  200.00 

Beverley  Jones 

4  4 

. 1934 . 

.  $  500.00 

Albert  W.  Austin 

4  4 

. 1934 . 

.  $  250.00 

Sir  Frank  W.  Bailey  Memorial  Fund  "  . 

. 1935 . 

.  $  50.00 

Geo.  Weston’s  Ltd. 

4  4 

. 1938 . 

.  $  50.00 

Charlett  Boswell 

4  4 

. 1939 . 

.  $  300.00 

Rev.  Edmund  Burke  Lawler 

4  4 

. 1940 . 

.  $  2,719.44 
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HOUSE  OF  INDUSTRY 

REPORT  OF  THE  AUDIT  OF  THE  BOOKS  AND  ACCOUNTS 


For  the  Year  Ended  31st  December,  1943 


Department  of  Audit, 

1108  Temple  Building, 

Bay  and  Richmond  Streets, 

Toronto,  31st  October,  1944. 

Chas.  T.  Stark,  Esq., 

Chairman, 

and  Members  of  the  Board  of  Management, 

The  House  of  Industry, 

Toronto. 

Dear  Sirs: — 

I  report  that  in  accordance  with  the  request  of  the  House  of  Industry  Board 
and  on  the  instructions  contained  in  the  Minutes  of  the  meeting  of  the  Board  of 
Control  which  was  held  on  30th  May,  1  923,  I  have  made  an  audit  of  the  books  and 
accounts  of  the  House  of  Industry  for  the  year  ended  31st  December,  1943. 

I  am  attaching  to  this  report  the  following  tables: — 


Table  1. 
Table  2. 
Table  3. 
Table  4. 
Table  5. 
Table  6. 
Table  7. 
Table  8. 


Balance  Sheet  as  at  31st  December,  1943. 

Revenue  and  Expenditure  Account  for  the  year  ended  31st  December,  1943. 
Expenditures  for  Supplies  and  Departmental  Expenses. 

Accumulated  Surplus  on  Capital  Account. 

Accumulated  Surplus  on  Current  Account. 

Accumulated  Surplus  on  Endowment  Account. 

Endowment  Fund  Investments. 

Accounts  Receivable. 


The  Revenue  and  Expenditure  Account  for  the  year  is  grouped  into  three  parts: 
No.  1  is  the  Revenue  and  Expenditure  on  Capital  Account,  No.  2  is  the  Revenue  and 
Expenditure  on  Current  Account  and  No.  3  is  the  Revenue  and  Expenditure  on  En¬ 
dowment  Account. 

The  Balance  Sheet  is  divided  into  similar  sections:  namely.  No.  1  Capital  Account, 
No.  2  Current  Account  and  No.  3  Endowment  Account. 

In  the  Current  Account,  the  revenue  exceeded  the  expenditure  by  $3,3  64.83 
and  in  the  Endowment  Account  the  revenue  exceeded  the  expenditure  by  $3,226.84. 

Of  the  accumulated  surplus  in  current  account  of  $20,348.26  as  at  31st  March, 
1940,  as  set  out  in  my  report  for  the  year  ended  31st  March,  1940,  the  sum  of 
$13,015.69  was  payable  to  the  City  Treasurer.  On  5th  October,  1940,  $4,015.69 
of  this  amount  was  paid  leaving  a  balance  still  owing  of  $9,000.00  as  at  the  end  of 
1943.  In  August.  1944  a  further  sum  of  $5,000.00  was  paid  to  the  City  Treasurer. 

I  have  to  rely  mainly  on  the  records  of  the  House  for  the  correctness  of  the 
amount  of  the  contributions  for  inmates,  and  contributions  from  the  Provincial 
Government  at  the  rate  of  Ten  Cents  per  inmate  day  for  all  inmates  except  Old  Age 
pensioners. 

As  in  past  years,  land  and  buildings  have  been  taken  into  account  at  the  assessed 
value  of  1  9  25.  The  additions  since  that  time  have  been  taken  in  at  cost.  I  have  not 
made  any  verification  of  the  titles  to  the  land  and  buildings. 

As  in  past  years,  depreciation  has  not  been  taken  into  account.  The  assets  will 
therefore,  remain  at  the  original  amount  until  they  are  discarded. 

No  inventory  has  been  taken  of  the  furniture  and  moveable  equipment.  The 
item  in  the  balance  sheet  is.  therefore,  without  support. 

The  investments  of  the  Endowment  Fund  were  verified  by  inspection  on  12th 
October,  1944,  in  the  presence  of  Mr.  Chas.  T.  Stark  and  Miss  Sherrin.  Among  the 
investments  there  is  an  item  of  a  nominal  value  of  One  Dollar  representing  a  two- 
thirteenth  interest  in  the  Mary  Pollard  Trust,  the  income  from  which  is  payable  to 
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the  House  in  perpetuity  provided  the  purposes  of  the  House  remain  of  a  charitable 
nature. 

During  the  year  the  Endowment  Fund  investments  were  increased  by  the  pur¬ 


chase  of  the  following  bonds; — 

Par  Book 

Value  Value 

Dominion  of  Canada  3%  Third  Victory  Loan,  1  956  $1,300.00  $1,309.75 

Dominion  of  Canada  3%  Fourth  Victory  Loan,  195  7 .  1,000.00  1,000.00 

Dominion  of  Canada  3%  Fifth  Victory  Loan,  1959 .  500.00  500.00 


$2,800.00  $2,809.75 


These  purchases  were  made  out  of  the  income  of  the  fund. 

All  investments  are  registered  in  the  name  of  the  House  of  Industry. 

The  undernoted  employees  of  the  House  of  Industry  are  bonded  as  follows,  the 
premium  having  been  paid  to  3rd  October,  1944: — 

Mrs.  F.  Laughlen,  Superintendent  .  $1,500.00 

Miss  I.  B.  Sherrin,  Secretary  .  1,500.00 

Miss  M.  Florence,  Accountant  .  1,000.00 

The  fire  and  other  insurance  carried  is  as  follows: — 

Book  Value 

On  buildings  and  contents — Fire  .  $92,404.77 

On  buildings  and  contents — Bomb .  92,404.77 

On  boilers — Explosion  . 

On  stores — Fire  .  2,977.20 

On  elevators — Public  Liability  . 

On  automobile  13  truck — Property  Damage  . 

— Public  Liability . 

— Fire  and  Theft . 

On  personal  property  of  the  Superintendent  .  4,000.00 

As  at  31st  December,  1943,  the  value  of  the  physical  inventory  of  ordinary 
relief  stores  was  in  agreement  with  the  amount  as  set  out  in  the  general  ledger:  the 
values  of  the  physical  inventories  of  the  house  stores  and  of  the  casual  relief  stores 
were  below  the  amounts  set  out  in  the  general  ledger  by  $16.84  and  $3  6.50 
respectively. 

I  have  made  no  verification  of  the  physical  inventory  of  house,  casual  and 
ordinary  relief  stores  shown  on  the  balance  sheet  at  $2,856.87.  The  correctness  of 
this  inventory  has  been  certified  by  the  Superintendent  and  the  Accountant.  No 
physical  inventory  was  taken  of  miscellaneous  stores. 

The  improvements  and  repairs  to  buildings  made  in  the  year  and  charged  to 
current  expenses  are  as  follows: 


House  .  $1,495.75 

Casual  .  370.79 


From  information  supplied  in  part  by  the  officials  of  the  House,  the  cost  per 
capita  of  giving  casual  relief  during  the  year  is  as  follows: 

Number  of  individuals  assisted  . 

Direct  expenditure  thereon,  as  per  Table  2 
Cost  per  capita  . 

Yours  very  truly, 

S.  C.  Scott, 

City  Auditor. 


1.492 

$10,962.16 

735 


Insurance  Coverage 

$  75,000.00 
103,000.00 
20,000.00 
3,000.00 
$5,000.00  «  10,000.00 

1,000.00 
5,000.00  13  10,000.00 


24 


18  3  7 


TORONTO  HOUSE  OF  INDUSTRY 


19  4  3 


Tabl«  1 

Balance  Sheet 


As  at  31st  December,  1943 
ASSETS 

SECTION  1  :  CAPITAL  ACCOUNT 


Land  at  1  925  assessed  value  .  $  49,200.00 

Buildings  at  1  925  assessed  value  .  $  40,000.00 

Additions  up  to  1942  at  cost .  31,492‘.06 

Additions  in  1943  .  . 

-  71,492.06 

Furniture  and  equipment,  up  to  31st  December,  1942  ...  $  19,999.3  1 

Additions  in  1943  .  913.40 

-  20,912.71 

Car  and  truck,  at  cost  .  1,432.19 


$143,036.96 


SECTION  2:  CURRENT  ACCOUNT 


Cash: 

Bank  of  Toronto,  current  account  .  $  9,331.41 

T.  Eaton  Co.  Ltd.,  Institutional  Contract  account .  751.31 

-  $10,082.72 


Accounts  Receivable; 

City  of  Toronto,  as  per  Table  8  .  $  2,728.35 

Province  of  Ontario,  for  inmates  maintenance  .  1,885.90 

Inmates  for  maintenance  .  607.8  7 


Stores  : 

House  stores  . 

Casual  ward  stores  ... 
Ordinary  relief  stores 
Miscellaneous  stores  . 


$  842.40 

746.64 
1,267.83 
120.33 


Prepaid  Expenses: 

Insurance  premiums  .  $  445.27 

Elevator  license,  telephone,  etc .  19,34 


5,22-2.12 


2,977.20 


464.61 


$18,746.65 


SECTION  3  :  ENDOWMENT  FUND 


Bank  of  Toronto,  savings  account  ... 
Investments,  as  per  Table  7 : 

Balance  as  at  31st  December,  194  2 
Purchases  in  1943  . 

Bond  Interest: 

Accrued  . 

Unpresented  coupons  . 


$  95.41 


$  59,124.66 
2,809.75 

-  61,934.41 

$  302‘.01 

494.76 

-  796.77 


$62-,826.59 
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LIABILITIES 

SECTION  1  :  CAPITAL  ACCOUNT 

SURPLUS:  ' 

Balance  at  credit  as  at  31st  December,  1942, 

as  set  out  in  Table  4  .  $142,123.56 

Add:  Net  increase  in  1943  .  913.40 

-  $143,036.96 


$143,036.96 


SECTION  2:  CURRENT  ACCOUNT 

Accounts  Payable: 

City  of  Toronto  —  balance  of  current  surplus  of 
$13,015.69  as  at  31st  March,  1940,  still  owing  to 


the  City  ($5,000.00  was  paid  in  1944)  .  $  9,000.00 

General  .  3,847.93 

-  $12,847.93 

SURPLUS: 

Balance  at  credit  as  at  3  1st  December,  1  943, 

as  per  Table  5  .  .  5,898,72 


$18,746.65 


SECTION  3:  ENDOWMENT  ACCOUNT 


Accounts  Payable  (for  flowers)  . .  $  7.50 

Surplus  : 

Balance  at  credit  as  at  31st  December,  1942 .  $  59,592.25 

Add:  Net  increase  for  the  year  ended  31st  December, 

1943,  as  set  out  in  Table  6  .  3,226.84 

-  62,819.09 


$62',826.59 


Table  2 

Revenue  and  Expenditure  Account 

For  the  Year  Ended  3Ist  December,  1943 
EXPENDITURE 

SECTION  1  :  CAPITAL  ACCOUNT 

60  Bedside  tables  .  $  237.00 

Whirlpool  dishwasher  .  2*55.00 

Power  bread  sheer  . 421.40 

$  913.40 


SECTION  2:  CURRENT  ACCOUNT 


Casual  Ward: 

Food  supplies  .  $ 

Salaries  and  wages  . 

Other  expenses  . 

Amount  transferred  to  Section  1,  Capital  Account, 
for  equipment  . 


4,007.61 

3,099.32 

3,714.76 

140.47 


$  10,962.16 
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$  8,338.33 

4,743.76 
7,810.82 

772.93 

-  21,665.84 

ADMINISTRATION: 

Salaries  .  $  5,804.52 

Audit  fee  .  407.00 

-  6,211.52 

Excess  of  revenue  over  expenditure,  carried  to  Current  Surplus  Account 

as  per  Table  5  .  3,364.83 

$  42,204.35 


Inmates  Maintenance: 

Food  supplies  . 

Salaries  and  wages  . 

Other  expenses  . 

Amount  transferred  to  Section  1,  Capital  Account, 
for  equipment  . 


SECTION  3:  ENDOWMENT  ACCOUNT 

Excess  of  revenue  over  expenditure,  carried  to  Endowment  Surplus 

Account,  as  per  Table  6  .  $  3,285.34 


REVENUE 

SECTION  1  :  CAPITAL  ACCOUNT 

Amount  transferred  from  Section  2,  Casual  Ward  . 

Amount  transferred  from  Section  2,  Inmates  Maintenance  . 


$  140.47 

772.93 

$  913.40 


SECTION  2:  CURRENT  ACCOUNT 

City  of  Toronto: 

Grant  for  administration  and  other  general  expenses.  ..  $  10,000.00 

Contribution  for  Casual  Ward  meals  and  lodgings .  9,521.22 

Contributions  in  lieu  of  hospitalization  of  indigents .  7,891.00 

-  $  27,412.22 


Province  of  Ontario: 

Contributions  for  Inmates  Maintenance  .  3,887.10 

Inmates  : 

Contributions  for  maintenance  .  10,840.24 

SUNDRY:  ’ 

Interest  allowed  on  T.  Eaton  Co.  Institutional  Contract  Account .  64.79 


$  42,2*04.35 


SECTION  3:  ENDOWMENT  ACCOUNT 
Dividends  and  bond  interest  from  investments. 


including  accrued  bond  interest  .  $  3,002*.32 

Donations,  as  per  Table  6  . 230.00 

Membership  fees  .  47.50 

Bank  interest  .  2.97 

American  exchange  .  2.55 


$  3,285.34 
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Table  3 

Expenditure  for  Supplies  and  Departmental  Account 

For  the  Year  Ended  31st  December,  1943 

Inmates  Casual 

Residence  Ward 

Food  Supplies: 

Bread  .  $  1,272.42  $  652.21 

Butter  .  1,21  7.43  575.29 

Flour  and  meal  .  199.89  96.65 

Groceries  .  2,059.99  677.40 

Meat  .  1,502.1  1  760.62 

Milk  .  850. 82>  449.96 

Tea  and  coffee  .  347.38  181.32 

Vegetables  and  fruit  .  888.29  614.16 


$  8,338.33  $  4,007.61 


Sundry  Expenses: 

Street  car  fares  .  $  5.00  $  5.00 

Cleaning  .  210.85  277.58 

Clothing  .  3.98  . 

Fuel  .  2,001.21  1,507.53 

Furniture,  bedding,  etc .  1,204.82  168.73 

Insurance  .  340.01  170,03 

Light,  gas,  power  and  telephone  .  653.38  395.60 

Printing,  etc .  253.98  126.67 

Tobacco  .  414.52  . 

Water  .  479.05  479.04 

Repairs,  including  $5  24.00  for  new  Terazzo  floor  in 

men's  dining  room  . 1,495.75  370.99 

Staff  maintenance  .  304.20  . 

Miscellaneous,  including  soap  and  brushes  .  444.07  213.59 


$  7,810.82  $  3,714.76 


Salaries  and  wages,  other  than  Administration  . $  4,743.76  $  3,099.32 


Table  4 

Accumulated  Surplus  on  Capital  Account 

As  at  31st  December,  1943 

Surplus,  being  fixed  assets  as  at  31st  December,  1924, 

against  which  there  were  no  liabilities  .  .  $  9  7,513.04 

Additions  to  fixed  assets  to  31st  December,  194  2,  net  .  .  $  24,111.61 
Additions  to  fixed  assets  for  the  year  ended  3  1st  December, 

1943,  being  furniture  and  equipment  .  913.40 

-  25, 02-5. 01 

Grant  from  the  City  of  Toronto  for  buildings  —  1930. ...  $  20,000.00 
Grant  from  the  City  of  T oronto  for  buildings  —  1933  .  498.91 

-  20,498.91 


$143,036.96 


Table  5 

Accumulated  Surplus  on  Current  Account 

As  at  31st  December,  1943 

Balance  at  credit  as  at  31st  December,  1942 . $  2,533.89 

Add : 

Excess  of  current  revenue  over  current  expenditure  for  the  year  ended 

31st  December,  1943  .  4,278.23 


$  6,812.12 
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Deduct: 

Additional  furniture  and  equipment  purchased  during  the  year  1943 


transferred  to  Capital  Section  .  $  913.40 

Balance  at  credit  as  at  3  1  St  December,  1943 .  $  5,898.72 


Table  6 

Accumulated  Surplus  on  Endowment  Fund  Account 

As  at  31st  December,  1943 

Balance  as  at  3  1st  December,  1942  .  $  59,592.25 

Add: 

Excess  revenue  over  expenditure  for  the  year  ended  31st  December, 

1943,  as  set  out  on  Table  2*  .  3,226.84 

Balance  as  per  balance  sheet  .  $  62,819.09 


Table  7 

Endowment  Fund  Investments 

As  at  31st  December,  1943 


Market  Value 
over  or 


Par 

Book 

Market 

under 

Value 

Value 

Value 

Book  Value 

Dominion  of  Canada; 

3%  loan  1955  . 

$  3,500.00 

$  3,450.00 

$  3,450.00 

3%  loan  195  8  . 

2,000.00 

1,978.75 

1,968.86 

$  9.89 

3%  1st  Victory  Loan  1951 . 

1.000.00 

1,000.00 

1,032.50 

32.50 

3%  2nd  Victory  Loan  1954  ... 

1,000.00 

1,000.00 

1,020.00 

20.00 

354%  1st  War  Loan  1  952 . 

3,700.00 

3,695.00 

3,870.5  1 

175.51 

3%  2nd  War  Loan  1952 . 

6,000.00 

5,950.62* 

6,069.63 

1 19.01 

3%  3rd  Victory  Loan  1956  .  . 

2,800.00 

2,809.75 

2,830.82 

21.07 

3%  4th  Victory  Loan  195  7  . 

1,000.00 

1,000.00 

998.75 

1.25 

4^%  Conversion  Loan  195  6  ... 

10,200.00 

10,200.00 

1  1,220.00 

1,020.00 

434%  Conversion  Loan  195  9  .  . 

1,500.00 

1.500.00 

1,650.00 

150.00 

3%  5th  Victory  Loan  1  959 . 

500.00 

500.00 

498.75 

1.25 

Province  of  Ontario: 

434%  Loan  1944  . 

1,000.00 

1,000.00 

*  1,000.00 

3%  Loan  1951  . 

5,000.00 

4,913.75 

4,889.18 

24.57 

City  of  Toronto: 

434%  Loan  1949  . 

1,000.00 

1.100.00 

1,306.25 

2*06.25 

434%  Loan  1955  . 

1,000.00 

1,145.00 

1,416.94 

271.94 

City  of  Edmonton: 

534%-434%  Loan  1944/67 . 

500.00 

500.00 

*  500.00 

Consumers'  Gas  Company  Stock, 

including  premium — 126  shares 

:  13,990.54 

13,990.54 

16,632.00 

2,641.46 

Canada  Permanent  Mortgage 

Corporation — 54  shares  . 

5,400.00 

5,400.00 

7,884.00 

2,484.00 

Huron  H  Erie  Mortgage 

Corporation — 4  shares  . 

400.00 

400.00 

288.00 

112.00 

Bank  of  Montreal — 4  shares . 

400.00 

400.00 

630.00 

230.00 

Mary  Pollard  Trust — 

nominal  value  . 

1.00 

1.00 

1.00 

$61,891.54 

$61,934.41 

$69,156.19 

$7,221.78 

*  No  market  value  available. 


29  — 


18  3  7 


TORONTO  HOUSE  OF  INDUSTRY 


19  4  3 


Table  8 

Accounts  Receivable 

As  at  31st  December,  1943 


CITY  OF  Toronto: 

Casual  ward  relief — meals  and  lodgings  for: 

November  . .  $  750.41 

December  .  747.94 

-  $  1,498.35 

Contribution  in  lieu  of  hospitalization 
of  indigents: 

November  . .  $  5  78.00 

December  .  652.00 

-  1,230.00 

-  $  2,728.35 

PROVINCE  OF  ONTARIO: 

Contribution  for  the  maintenance  of  inmates  for  the 


six  months  ended  31st  December,  1  943 .  1,885.90 

Inmates  Maintenance: 

Maintenance  of  forty-two  inmates  outstanding  as  at 

31st  December,  1943  . 607.87 

$  5,2-22.12 


All  of  the  above  have  since  been  paid,  with  the  exception  of  three  inmates: 

$  9.00 
15.00 
7.74 


$  31.74 

The  Financial  Statement  presented  by  Mr.  E.  J.  B.  Duncan,  the  Honorary 
Treasurer. 

Mr.  E.  J.  B.  Duncan:  Before  reading  the  report  which  at  least  has  the  merit  of 
brevity,  I  would  like  to  say  a  word  in  endorsing  what  Mr.  Maguire  has  so  well  said, 
including  our  thanks  to  you.  ' 

I  was  very  pleased  to  hear  what  Mr.  Maguire  said  so  well,  with  one  exception: 
I  must  say,  according  to  my  present  lights,  I  do  not  wish  to  see  the  name  “House  of 
Industry”  changed  at  all.  It  is  an  old  and  honored  name  and  an  asset  with  which 
we  should  not  part.  I  am,  however,  open  to  conviction. 


30 


THE  ASSEMBLY  HALL 


18  3  7 


TORONTO  HOUSE  OF  INDUSTRY 


19  4  3 


31 


18  3  7 


TORONTO  HOUSE  OF  INDUSTRY 


19  4  3 


RESOLUTIONS 


1.  Moved  by  Mr.  E.  J.  B.  Duncan,  seconded  by  Mr.  David  Hilton,  that  the 
Reports  and  Financial  Statement  now  read  be  adopted  and  that  3  00  copies  be 
printed  for  general  distribution. 

2.  Moved  by  Mr.  F.  F.  Hubbard,  seconded  by  Alderman  John  Simmons,  that  the 
following  subscribers,  together  with  Trustees,  form  the  Board  of  Management 


for  the  ensuing  year; 

Mayor  F.  Conboy 
Mr.  Ralph  Day 
Mrs.  T.  A.  Doherty 
Miss  Gertrude  Brock 
Mr.  T.  M.  Fittle 
Mr.  James  Honan 
Mr.  \V.  Duckworth,  M.P.P. 
Reverend  Father  Kirby 
Mrs.  A.  A.  McMichael 
Mr.  Strachan  Ince 
Alderman  John  S.  Simmons 
Mr.  W.  H.  Carruthers 
Alderman  Walter  A.  Howell 


Reverend  John  Frank 
Mr.  F.  F.  Hubbard 
Reverend  Father  McGrath 
Reverend  T.  J.  Watson 
Right  Reverend  Bishop  Renison 
Mr.  Edmund  Titus 
Reverend  Ross  K.  Cameron 
Mr.  Edmund  Kay 
Alderman  John  Innes 
Alderman  Norman  Freed 
Alderman  George  Wilson 
Miss  M.  J.  Walsh 


3.  Moved  by  Reverend  J.  A.  Miller,  seconded  by  Mr.  Alfred  Maguire,  that  this 

Annual  Meeting  rejoices  that  the  management  of  the  affairs  of  the  House  has  been 

such  as  to  secure  the  continued  confidence  of  His  Worship  the  Mayor  and  the 
City  Council. 

4.  Moved  by  Reverend  J.  E.  Gibson,  seconded  by  Mr.  E.  B.  Titus,  that  the  cordial 

thanks  of  the  meeting  are  due  to  the  subscribers  for  their  continued  support  and 

generous  contributions  to  the  funds  of  this  Charity. 

5.  Moved  by  Mr.  W.  Carruthers,  seconded  by  Alderman  George  Wilson,  that  the 
thanks  of  the  Board  are  due  and  hereby  tendered  to  the  Fadies  of  the  Board  for 
their  faithful  and  valued  services  rendered  to  the  House. 


6.  Moved  by  Miss  Carolyn  Roberts,  seconded  by  Mr.  E.  J.  B.  Duncan,  that  we 
wish  to  express  our  hearty  thanks  to  the  following  firms  for  their  generous 
donations: 

Acme  Farmers,  City  Dairy  and  Silverwoods’  Dairy  for  ice  cream  and  chocolate 
milk,  which  was  greatly  appreciated  by  the  residents. 

Western  Canada  Flour  Mills,  Geo.  Weston’s  Ftd.  and  Dempster’s  Staff  of  Fife, 
for  their  generous  donations  of  cake. 

Donations  for  the  Annual  Christmas  Tree  and  Picnic  for  the  residents  were 
received  from  various  firms  and  friends. 

7.  Moved  by  Reverend  H.  A.  Bracken,  seconded  by  Reverend  J.  E.  Gibson,  that 
we  have  to  record  with  deep  regret  the  loss  sustained  by  this  House  in  the 
removal  by  death  of  Mr.  John  D.  Spence,  K.C.,  who  was  a  Manager  from 
1941  to  1943,  and  Mr.  W.  T.  Kernahan,  who  was  a  Manager  and  Trustee  from 
1930  to  1943. 

{During  the  reading  of  this  motion  all  remain  standing.) 

Controller  Wadsworth:  Fadies  and  Gentlemen,  I  think  this  brings  to  a  close  my 
portion  of  the  activities  in  conducting  the  affairs  of  this  Association  today,  and  I 
again  want  to  say  to  you  how  happy  I  have  been  to  be  here  and  to  have  the  honor 
of  partaking  in  these  splendid  reports.  I  am  sure  it  is  not  only  an  inspiration  to  you 
who  are  closer  to  the  work  of  this  organization  than  we  probably  are  in  the  admin¬ 
istration  of  the  affairs  of  the  city,  but  I  can  assure  you  I  have  learned  much  from 
the  reports  presented  by  your  Chairman  here  today,  and  those  reports,  those  things 
I  have  heard  here  today  will  help  me  make  more  favorable  reports  of  your  organization 
in  the  years  to  come. 

I  again  want  to  thank  you  for  your  co-operation  and  the  honor  you  have  paid 
me  in  asking  me  to  preside  at  this  meeting. 
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SUBSCRIPTIONS  AND  DONATIONS 


Toronto  Savings  . $200.00 

Brock,  Miss  Gertrude  .  2.50 

Duckworth,  Mr.  W.,  M.P.P .  2.50 

Duncan,  Mr.  E.  J.  B .  2.50 

Freyseng,  Mr.  E.  J .  2.50 

Gibson,  Reverend  J.  E,  .  2.50 

Honan,  Mr.  Jas .  2.50 

Hilton,  Mr.  D .  2.50 

Howell,  Alderman  W .  2.50 

Hubbard,  Mr.  F.  L.  .  2.50 

Ince,  Mr.  Strachan  .  2.50 

Kay,  Mr.  Edwin  .  2.50 

Kirby,  Reverend  Father  .  2.50 

Kernahan,  Mr.  W.  T.  .  2.50 

Maguire,  Mr.  Alfred  .  2.50 

McMichael,  Mrs.  A.  A.  .  2.50 

McGrath,  Reverend  Father  .  2‘.50 

Renison,  Reverend  Bishop  .  2.50 

Roberts,  Miss  Carolyn  .  2.50 

Stark,  Mr.  Charles  T .  2.50 

Simmons,  Alderman  J.  S .  2.50 

Spence,  J.  D.,  K.C .  2.50 

Stauntons,  Ltd .  20.00 

Titus,  Mr.  Edmund  .  2.50 

Walsh,  Miss  M.  J .  20.00 

Wilson,  Reverend  W.  E.  .  2.50 


Donations  for  the  Annual  Christinas  Tree  and  Picnic  for  the  Residents, 
were  received  from  the  following  firms  and  persons: 


Acme  Farmers  Dairy 
Anglo-American  Direct  Tea  Co. 
Betty’s  Ltd. 

Bowes  Co.  Ltd. 

Canada  Dairies 
Christie,  Brown  ^  Co.  Ltd. 
Dempsters  Staff  of  Life 
Diamond  Cleanser  Co. 

Donland’s  Dairy 
Eaton,  T.,  Co.,  Ltd. 

Loblaw  Groceterias  Ltd. 
Lumbers,  James,  Co.,  Ltd. 
Marshalls’ 

Rowntree  Co. 

Armstrong,  Mr.  Byron 
Bracken,  Reverend  H.  A. 

Brock,  Miss  Gertrude 
Cormack,  Mr.  J. 

Doherty,  Mrs.  T.  A. 

Duckworth,  W.,  M.P.P. 

Duncan,  Mr.  E.  J.  B. 

Freyseng,  Mr.  E.  J. 

Gallagher,  Mr.  Z. 

Hilton,  Mr.  David 
Honan,  Mr.  James 
Howell,  Alderman  W.  A, 


Luxura  Tea  Co. 

St.  Lawrence  Starch  Co. 

Scarboro  Farm 
Simpson,  Robt.,  Co. 

Silverwood’s  Dairy 
Stronach  ^  Son 
Swift  Canadian  Co. 

The  City  Dairy 
Toronto  Marconi  Mfg.  Co. 

Victoria  Paper  B  Twine  Co. 

Western  Canada  Flour  Mills 
Weston.  Geo.,  Bread  Co. 

Whyte  Packing  Co. 

Wood,  G.  H.  y  Co.,  Ltd. 

Paterson,  Mrs.  H. 

Prowse,  Miss  Georgie 
Roberts,  Miss  Carolyn 
Robinson,  Mrs.  F.  W. 
Rogers,  Mrs.  Thomas 
Simmons,  Alderman  John 
Stark,  Mr.  Charles  T 
J'itus.  Mr.  E.  B. 

Tory,  Mr.  John 
Tory,  Mr.  John  A. 
Warren,  Mrs.  H.  D. 

Walsh,  Miss  Miriam  J. 
Wilson,  Alderman  C.  A. 


Hubbard,  F.  L. 

Kay,  Mr.  Edwin 
Kemp,  Lady 
Kernahan,  Mr.  W.  T. 
Maguire,  Mr.  Alfred 
Maguire,  Mrs.  Thos. 
McCombie,  Mrs.  W. 
McCullagh,  Mr,  Geo. 
McMichael,  Mrs.  A.  A 
Miles.  Mr.  A.  W. 
Morrow,  Mr.  G.  A. 
Nathanson,  Mr.  N.  L. 
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HOUSE  OF  INDUSTRY 

In  continuous  operation  in  the  City  of  Toronto  since  1837,  for  the 
relief  of  the  destitute,  especially  the  destitute  aged. 

Destitute  old  age!  Can  anything  be  more  pathetic? 

In  good  times  and  in  bad  alike,  every  City  has  its  destitute  old  people.  Toronto 
has  always  has  its  share,  and  since  1  83  7  these  have  been  the  especial  care  of  The  House 
of  Industry. 

For  over  one  hundred  years  this  charitable  work  has  been  carried  on  unostenta¬ 
tiously,  effectively,  and  economically.  Three  main  departments  are  maintained. 

The  Home,  in  which  are  comfortably  housed  and  cared  for,  old  people  whose  age 
and  infirmities  make  it  impossible  for  them  to  provide  for  themselves,  and 
who  have  no  friends  to  support  them;  also  other  indigent  persons  in  so 
weak  a  state  of  health  as  to  unfit  them  for  earning  their  own  living.  On 
December  31st,  154  men  and  women  in  residence. 

The  Casual  Ward,  where  homeless  men — residents  or  wanderers  from  outside  points 
— are  sheltered  and  fed  temporarily.  For  the  year  1943,  1,492  men  were 
given  shelter  for  an  average  of  16  nights  each,  and  an  average  of  50  meals 
each. 

The  House  of  Industry  thus  carries  on  the  City  of  Toronto’s  permanent  relief 
work  among  the  aged  and  other  unfortunates  as  distinct  from  the  welfare  work  of  the 
regular  family  agencies.  The  management  is  invested  in  a  Board  of  Trustees  and  a 
committee  of  representative  citizens  who  give  their  service  gratuitously. 

The  land  and  buildings  occupied  by  the  House  of  Industry  are  the  sole  property 
of  the  institution  and  are  free  of  all  encumbrances.  Many  years  of  use  at  their  full 
capacity — and  overcrowding  during  recent  years  of  depression — have  made  necessary 
considerable  renovation  and  renewal  of  building  and  equipment  if  the  House  is  to  meet 
not  only  present  needs  but  the  growing  requirements  of  a  large  City  for  the  form  of 
relief  work  conducted.  But  while  grants  by  the  City  of  Toronto  and  certain  Govern¬ 
ment  grants  provide  for  the  maintenance  of- the  work,  the  House  is  entirely  dependent 
upon  the  generosity  of  the  public  for  funds  for  maintenance  and  extension  of  buildings 
and  equipment. 

In  order  that  this  important  work  may  be  carried  on  and  enlarged  to  meet  the 
pressing  needs  of  this  class  of  service,  the  Trustees  earnestly  appeal  for  the  support 
of  all  those  citizens  in  a  position  to  assist.  And  what  cause  is  more  deserving  of 
support?  Donations  of  any  amount  at  this  time  will  be  thankfully  received.  To 
those  who,  in  the  arrangement  of  their  estates,  may  be  considering  provision  for  char¬ 
itable  gifts  or  bequests,  the  Trustees  would  be  grateful  if  they  would  remember  the 
charitable  work  which  is  being  carried  on  by  the  House  of  Industry  for  the  comfort 
and  welfare  of  the  poor  of  the  City  of  Toronto.  For  the  convenience  of  those  who 
may  feel  so  disposed,  a  bequest  form  is  attached. 

E.  J.  Freyseng,  Charles  T.  Stark, 

Secretary.  President. 


34 


THE  LATE 

FRANCES  LOUISE  LAUGHLEN 


Who  gave  over  fifty  years  of  faithful  service, 
and  was  Superintendent  from  1930  until 
her  death  on  March  19,  1944. 


She  was  deeply  interested  in  the  church,  and 
was  a  woman  of  high  ideals,  sincerity, 
loyalty,  and  understanding 
sympathy. 
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FORM  OF  BEQUEST 


I  give  and  bequeath  to  the  Toronto  House  of  Industry t 
toward  the  maintenance  of  the  aged  poor,  the  sum  of 

.  Dollars 
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